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OFFICERS OF THE CONFERENCE.

Bishop ISAAC W. JOYCE, D. D., LL. D., President.

J. H. AMIS, Secretary, Ducktown, Tenn.

J. S. JONES
I

W. F. PITTS 1

Assistants -

R. L. STAPLETON, Statistical Secretary.

W. S. BRACKNEY
)

R. A. SIMONDS I

Assistants -

J. C. HARMON, Treasurer.

J. J. ROBINETTE, Assistant.

STANDING COMMITTEES FOR 1904.

Education. — E. C. Ferguson, W. C. Wheeler, Hazen

Oaks, A. C. Ketron, R. L. Stapleton.

Church Extension. — L. B. Caldwell, W. S. Grant,

J. M. Emert, G. W. Paul, H. W. McKenzie.

Temperance. — J. H. Amis, A. J. Murphy, A. E.

Browne, T. H. Hodge, S. P. Angel.

Sunday Schools and Tracts. — S. V. Lowe, S. P. Angel,

J. W. Cardwell, W. S. Bandy, R. L. Stapleton.

Auditing.—]. C. Hodge, M. C. Bruner, J. W. Boling.

Postoffices. — T. R. West, W. R. Byerly, G. W. Paul.

Stewards.—L. B. Caldwell, M. A. Rule, Robert Walker,

Hazen Oaks, J. J. Robinette.

Conference Relations. — J. J. Robinette, M. A. Rule,

G. W. Paul, Hazen Oaks, S. G. Ketron.

Church Literature. — G. T. Newcomb, M. H. Monroe,

C. M. Hall, T. S. Walker, G. E. Morse.

American Bible Society. — T. W. Brown, J. C. Hodge,

A. M. Rose.

Epivorth League. — R. A. Simonds, J. C. Harmon,

T. D. Rowe, J. M. Emert, B. M. Martin.
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District Conference Records. — Hazen Oaks, J. S. Best,

G. S. Bales.

State of the Church.—]. F. Perry, M. C. Bruner, S. G.

Ketron, J. J. Robinette, J. M. Melear.

Public Worship. — The Presiding Elder and Pastors.

Missions. — The Presiding Elders.

The Cause of Missions. — J. H. Amis, G. T. Byrd, J. C.

Harmon, W. S. Bandy, W. F. Pitts.

Board of Church Extension. — M. A. Rule, C. F. Mas-

kail, J. M. Melear, Arville Taylor, C. L. Parham, J. M.

Emert, J. O. Lotspeich. Presiding Elders, members ex

officio.

DISTRICT BOARDS OF CHURCH LOCATION.

Chattanooga District. — J. E. Annis, the Presiding

Elder, W. T. Cooper, G. T. Newcomb, G. W. Paul, J. A.

Patten.

Athens District.—]. W. Cardwell, J. H. Harle, M. C.

Bruner, W. A. Wright, J. A. Goddard.

Clinton District. — George Vinsant, J. C. Harmon, A.

Taylor, A. Y. Snaveley, S. V. Lowe.

Knoxville District.—C. L. Parham, J. A. Baker, George

French, M. A. Rule, N. R. West.

Grecneville District. — Presiding Elder, G. S. Bales,

J. C. Campbell, E. A. Long, R. A. Smith.

Board of Examiners. — G. T. Newcomb, T. B. Russell,

Hazen Oaks, M. C. Bruner, T. H. Hodge, R. A. Simonds,

J. S. Jones, J. J. Robinette, L. B. Caldwell, J. M. Melear,

J. D. Roberson, B. M. Martin, F. M. Cones, J. M. Emert,

J. W. McGee, W. C. Wheeler, D. G. Pile.

To Preach the Missionary Sermon. — J. M. Emert.

Alternate. — W. C. Wheeler.

Deaconess Board. — C. W. Olson, Mrs. D. Woodworth,

Jr., Mrs. J. A. Ruble, W. T. Cooper, Mrs. S. S. Mason,
Mrs. J. J. Robinette, J. H. Amis, Mrs. F. V. Chapman, Roy
A. Simonds.
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Time

1837
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1843
1844

Oct.
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Wytheville, Va
Greeneville, Tenn...
LaFayette, Ga
Rogersville, Tenn....
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Abingdon, Va
Reem's Creek, N. C.

June
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Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct,
Oct,
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Sept.
Sept.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Sept.

Bishop

James O.Andrew
James O.Andrew
*Thos. K. Catletit

Thos. A. Morris
*Samuel Patton..
Beverly Waugb..
Thos. A. Morris..
Edmund S. Janes

Secretary

Holston Conference Reorganized.

Athens
Greeneville
Knoxville
Chattanooga...
Jonesboro
Knoxville
Greeneville.. ..

Cleveland
Knoxville
Chattanooga..
Greeneville....
Kingston
Knoxville
New Market..
Knoxville
Greeneville....
Maryville
Chattanooga..
Knoxville
Greeneville..
Johnson City.
Athens
Knoxville
Cleveland
Dayton
Greeneville ...

Chattanooga..
Morristown....
Maryville
Johnson City.
Knoxville
Newport
Athens
Elizabethton.
Cleveland . ...

Chattanooga..
Morristown...
Maryville
Knoxville

D. W. Clark
D. W. Clark
C. Kingsley
D. W. Clark
M. Simpson
L. Scott
L. Scott
S. M. Merrill
G. Haven
E. G. Andrews...
T. Bowman
L. Scott
W. L. Harris
L. Scott
L. W. Wiley
E. O. Haven
E. G. Andrews....
M. Simpson
T. Bowman
H. W. Warren..
J. F. Hurst
W. F. Mallalieu.
E. G. Andrews..
J. N. Fitzgerald.
I. W. Joyce
J. M. Walden
W. X. Ninde
C. D. Foss
S. M. Merrill
R. S. Foster
D. A. Goodsell...
W. F. Mallalieu.
E. G. Andrews..
J. H. Vincent
C. D. Foss
D. A. Goodsell...
J. W. Hamilton.
J. M. Walden
T. W. Jovce

Lew. S. Marshall
Lew. S. Marshall
D. R. McNally.
Elbert F. Sevier.
Elbert F. Sevier.
Elbert F. Sevier.
Elbert F. Sevier.
Elbert F. Sevier.

John F. Spence.
John F. Spence.
John F. Spence.
John F. Spence.
John F. Spence.
John J. Manker.
John J. Manker.
John J. Manker.
John J. Manker.
John J. Manker.
John J. Manker.
John J. Manker.
John J. Manker.
John J. Manker.
John J. Manker.
Jas. D. Roberson
Judson S. Hill.
Judson 8. Hill.
Judson S. Hill.
Thos. B. Russell.
Thos. B. Russell.
Thos. B. Russell.
Thos. B. Russell.
Thos. B. Russell.
Thos. B. Russell.
Thos. B. Russell.
Thos. B. Russell.
Thos. B. Russell.
Thos. B. Russell.
Thos. B. Russell.
Thos. B. Russell.
James H. Amis.
James H. Amis.
James H. Amis.
James H. Amis.
James H. Amis.
James H. Amis.
James H. Ami?.
James H. Amis.

*Elders elected to preside in the absence of a Bishop.

In 1844 the great division occurred, and in 1845 the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, was organized. The Holston Conference
passed under the supervision of the new church. But after a lapse
of twenty years the Holston Conference was reorganized, 1865t

in Athens, Tenn., under the presidency of Bishop Davis W. Clark.
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CONFERENCE ROLL.

NAME POSTOFFICE

Amis, J. H Ducktown

Ayres, R. O Athens

Angel, S. P Whitwell

Baker, J. A Lonsdale

Baker, J. N Fall Branch

Bales, G. S Mountain City

Bandy, W. S Greeneville

Best, J. S Burrville

Boling, J. W Crossville

Brown, T. W Morristown

Bruner, M. C Elizabethton

Brackney, W. S. . .Parrottsville

Burnett, J. S Chattanooga

Beaman, A. S Knoxville

Byrd, G. T Rockwood

Browne, A. E. Xone Mountain

Cadle, A. G Wellspring

Caldwell, L. B Greeneville

Cardwell, J. L Igo

Cardwell, J. W. .. .Lenoir City

Cass, T. A Athens

Clendenen, G. W. Thorn Grove

Chase, T. G Kingston

Coleman, G. W Cleveland

Cones, F. M Chucky City

Cooke, R. J Athens

Cox, G. B Baileyton

Crist, B Athens

Casstevens, C. F. . . .Graysville

Durham, J. M Knoxville

Emert, J. M Knoxville

Francisco, G. T. .Johnson City

Ferguson, E. C Athens

Freeman, Luther. .Chattanooga

Foster, U. A Jellico

Grant, W. S Athens

Hall C. M Knoxville

Harmon, J. C Clinton

Henry, P. H Maryville

Hodge, J. C Baileyton

Hodge, T. H Piney Flats

Hooper, W. W Athens

Hyden, S. W Maryville

Hunter, C. F Knoxville

NAME POSTOFFICE

Jones, J. S Sevierville

Jones, J. T Johnson City

Julian, Geo Cleveland

Ketron, S. G. . . .Bloomingdale

Ketron, A. C Fall Branch

Kinsland, Wm Joppa

Lawson, J. D... Wear's Valley

Lawson, D. T Diaz

Little, J. B Wellspring

Long, W. R Grady

Lowe, S. V Oneida

Manker, J. J Chattanooga

Martin, B. M Maryville

McGee, J. W Knoxville

McKenzie, H. W., Maynardv'le

McKenzie, A. B. . .Chucky City

Melear, J. M Knoxville

Miller, C. W Wellspring

Miller, W. C Athens

Miller, I. H Clinton

Monroe, M. H Manila

Murphy, A. J New Salem
Murphy, M. P Retro

Morse, G. E Loudon
Matney, G. W Jonesboro

Mitchell, J. A Jasper

Newcomb, G. T. . .Chattanooga

Ogle, H. B Rutledge

Oaks, Hazen LaFollette

Omohundro, Erwin S., Pittsb'g

Paul, G. W Daisy

Perry, J. F Maggie

Petty, J. S Morristown

Peters, A. C Burrville

Pile, D. G Newport

Pitts, W. F Knoxville

Pippin, E. M Ebenezer

Robertson, R. C. .Pigeonforge

Reed, P. H Gravely

Roberson, J. D Cleveland

Robinette, J. J Athens

Rose, A. M Maryville

Rowan, G. R Greeneville

Ruble, J. A Johnson City
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NAME POSTOFFICE

Rule, M. A Knoxville

Russell, T. B Johnson City

Roe, T. D Alton Park

Seaton, J. B Bank
Senter, W. T Morristown

Spence, J. F Knoxville

Snavely, A. Y Wellspring

Stout, G. M Andersonville

Strange, J. S Asbury

Simond, R. A Chattanooga

NAME POSTOFFICE

Stapleton, R. L. . • .Morristown

Stansell, R. B Chattanooga

Walker, T. S Dandridge

Walker, Robert Harriman

West, T. R Athens

Wheeler, W. C .Dayton

Wyatt, C. C
Ware, J. T Little River

VanFossen, H. J. Highland Pk.

PROBATIONERS.

Ayres, R. E Tuckaleechee

Ausmus, D. M. . . .Chattanooga

Branam, E. R. . . .Chestnut Hill

Clark, L. B Oliver Springs

Carey, F. H Athens

Conner, T. H., Morgan Springs

Fraker, T. F. M Watauga

Gibbs, Bernard Hill City

Hawk, H. M Chatata

Jones, A. P Spring City

Mahoney, C. A Athens

Sanders, John Pikeville

Reynolds, F. M. . .Chattanooga

Weidler, R. C Ridgedale
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THE HOLSTON ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH,

Held in Knoxville, Term., September 23-28, 1903.

Bishop I. W. JOYCE, Presiding.

J. H. AMIS, Ducktown, Secretary.

1. Who have been received by transfer, and from what

Conferences? Geo. T. Byrd, Georgia Conference; EH M.
Pippin, Virginia Conference: A. S. Beaman, Blue Ridge

Conference ; Geo. W. Matney, Blue Ridge Conference ; John

T. Jones, Indiana Conference ; Chas. F. Hunter, Atlantic,

Miss., Conference; Robert B. Stansell, Alabama Conference;

Jos. T. Ware, Georgia Conference; C. F. Casstevens, Blue

Ridge Conference; J. A. Mitchell, Des Moines Conference;

U. A. Foster, Northern Minnesota Conference ; H. J. Van
Fossen, Northern Minnesota Conference.

2. Who have been readmitted? None.

3. Who have been recieved on credentials, and from

what Churches? Robert C. Robertson, from the United

Brethren Church.

4. Who have been received on trial? (a) In studies

•of First Year: Roy C. Weidler, David M. Ausmus, Francis

M. Reynolds, Luther B. Clark, Thos. F. M. Fraker, Eli R.

Branam, Frank H. Carey, Carl A. Mahoney.

5. Who have been continued on trial? (a) In studies

of First Year: Bernard Gibbs. (b) In studies of Second

Year: Henry M. Hawk, Thomas H. Conner, Alva P. Jones,

John Sanders, Robert E. Ayres.

6. Who have been discontinued? A. C. Vaughn.

7. Who have been admitted into full membership?

(a) Elected and ordained Deacons this year: Michael P.

Murphy, David T. Lawson, Asa E. Browne.

8. What members are in studies of Third Year?

(a) Admitted into full membership this year: Michael P.
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Murphy, David J. Lawson, Asa E. Browne, (b) Admitted

into full membership previously : Geo. W. Matney.

9. What members are in studies of Fourth Year?'

Andrew J. Murphy, Thomas D. Roe, Sam P. Angel, Geo. S.

Bales, Erwin Omohundro.

10. What members have completed the Conference

Course of Study? (a) Elected and ordained Elders this

year : James W. Boling, Albert C. Ketron, Robert L. Staple-

ton, Elisha M. Pippin, Geo. E. Morse.

11. What others have been elected and ordained

Deacons? (a) As Local Preachers: James M. Taylor, Ben-

jamin C. Taylor, Luther Clear, David M. Ausmus, Luther

B. Clark.

12. What others have been elected and ordained

Elders ? None.

13. Was the character of each Preacher examined?

This was strictly done as the name of each Preacher was

called in open Conference.

14. Who have been transferred, and to what Confer-

ences ? None.

15. Who have died? P. H. Scarborough.

16. Who have been located at their own request?

None.

17. Who have been located? None.

18. Who have withdrawn? E. H. McLaughlin.

19. Who have been permitted to withdraw under

charges or complaints? None.

20. Who have been expelled ? None.

21. What other personal notation should be made?'

Geo. W. Sliger as Elder from the United Brethren Church;

W. B. Williams as Deacon from the M. E. Church, South;

Wm. M. Duncan as Elder from the Missionary Baptist

Church.

22. Who are the Supernumerary Preachers? T. B..

Russell, C. C. Wyatt, G. R. Rowan, W. R. Byerly, J. F.

Spence, T. H. Hodge, M. A. Rule.

23. Who are the Superannuated Preachers? R. O.
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Ayres, J. N. Baker, J. L. Cardwell, T. A. Cass, G. W. Cole-

man, Benj. Crist, P. H. Henry, S. W. Hyden, J. H. Jen-

nings, Geo. Julian, Wm. Kinsland, J. D. Lawson, J. B.

Little, W. R. Long-, P. H. Reed, J. B. Seaton, G. M. Stout,.

W. T. Senter.

24. Who are the Triers of Appeals? J. J. Robinette,

T. R. West, L. B. Caldwell, T. W. Brown, W. C. Wheeler,

J. M. Durham, J. F. Perry.

25. What is the Statistical Report for this year? See

tabulated statement.

26. What is the aggregate of the Benevolent Collec-

tions ordered by the General Conference, as reported by the

Conference Treasurer? $25,421.00.

27. What are the claims on the Conference Fund?

$1,500.00.

28. What has been received on these claims, and how
has it been applied? $1,535.

29. Where are the Preachers stationed?

ATHENS DISTRICT.

W. C. MnxER, Presiding Elder.

P. O., Athens, Tenn.

Apalachia, to be supplied by

J. F. M. Duggan

Athens J. J. Robinette

Athens Circuit W. S. Grant

Chatata H. M. Hawk
Cleveland J. D. Roberson

Cleveland Circuit, to be sup-

plied by A. J. Haynes

Decatur J. F. Perry

Ducktown J. H. Amis
Ebenezer E. M. Pippin

Erie To be supplied

Friendsville. . . . J. W. Cardwell

Kingston T. G. Chase

Loudon George E. Morse
Madisonville M. H. Monroe
Maryville B. M. Martin

Maryville Circuit. .A. M. Rose
Tellico Plains. .To be supplied

(P. O., Athens.)

Wildwood To be supplied

CHATTANOOGA DIS-
TRICT.

J. S. Burnett, Presiding Elder.

P. O., Chattanooga, Tenn.

Big Lick To be supplied

Chattanooga

—

Alton Park T. D. Rowe
Avondale, supplied by

A. L. Johnson

Epworth D. M. Ausmus
First Ch. . . .Luther Freeman

Highland Park
H. J. Van Fossen

Hill City Bernard Gibbs

Ridgedale R. C. Weidler

St. James. ..Roy A. Simonds

Sherman Heights, to be
supplied by. .J. R. Thomas

Cumberland. . . .To be supplied

Crossville J. W. Boling

Daisy G. W. Paul

Dayton and Vinegrove
W. C. Wheeler

Fairmount To be supplied

Graysville. . . .C. F. Casstevens-
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Isolene To be supplied

Jasper J. A. Mitchell

Morgan Springs T. H. Conner

Pikeville John Sanders

Retro . M. P. Murphy
Rockwood G. T. Byrd

South Pittsburg
Erwin Omohundro

Spring City A. P. Jones

Tracy City To be supplied

Whitwell S. P. Angel

CLINTON DISTRICT.

I. H. Miller, Presiding Elder.

P. O., Clinton, Term.

Andersonville, to be supplied

by. .. .Benjamin C. Taylor

Big Valley A. E. Browne
Burrville J. S. Best

Clinton J. C. Harmon
Elk Valley, to be supplied by

C. L. Poulston

Harriman. .... .Robert Walker

Jacksboro A. Y. Snavely

Jellico U. A. Foster

Jellico Circuit, to be supplied

by W. F. Hammonds
LaFollette Hazen Oaks

Liberty F. M. Hinds

Maynardville H. W. McKenzie
Minersville, supplied by

Alfred Carroll

Mingo C. W. Miller

'Newcomb T. R. West
Oliver Springs Luther B. Clark

Oneida S. V. Lowe
Petros To be supplied

Rutledge

...J.' M. Durham, H. B. Ogle

Scarboro, to be supplied by. .

Luther Clear

Sneedville, to be supplied by
Samuel Sproles

Sunbright, to be supplied by
W. L. Oliver

Tazewell A. H. Gragg
Wellspring A. G. Cadle

GREENEVILLE DISTRICT.

G. T. Francisco, P. E.

P. O., Johnson City, Tenn.

Bloomingdale. . . . S. G. Ketron

Butler, supplied by. . . .A. Bunn
Chuckey City. .A. B. McKenzie

Elizabethton M. C. Bruner

Fallbranch A. C. Ketron

Johnson City. . . .John T. Jones

Johnson City Circuit, to be
supplied by James Osborne

Greeneville L. B. Caldwell

Greeneville Circuit

W. S. Bandy

Jonesboro G. W. Matney

Mountain City G. S. Bales

Oakland G. B. Cox
Parrottsville. . .W. S. Brackney

Rogersville T. W. Brown
Surgoinsville. . . .D. T. Lawson

Watauga T. F. M. Fraker

KNOXVILLE DISTRICT.

A. S. Beaman, P. E.

P. O., Knoxville, Tenn.

Chestnut Hill...E. R. Branam
Dandridge T. S. Walker

Elm Grove and Lonsdale. . . .

J. A. Baker

Fairgarden. . . .R. C. Robertson

Holston, to be supplied by. .

J. L. Cardwell

Jones' Chapel.... J. S. Strange

Knoxville

—

Asylum Av J. M. Emert
East Main St. . . .W. F. Pitts

First Church C. M. Hall

Luttrell St J. M. Melear

Knoxville Circuit J. W. McGee
Little River J. T. Ware
Morristown R. L. Stapleton

Morristown Circuit J. Q. Hodge
New Salem A. J. Murphy
Newport D. G. Pile

Newport Circuit, supplied by
. R. E. Walker
Pigeonforge, supplied by....

G. W. McMahan
Sevierville J. S. Jones

Stinnett, supplied by
W. S. McAndrew

Thorngrove. .G. W. Clendenen

Tuckaleechee R. E. Ayers
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30. Where shall the next Conference be held? New-
port, Tennessee.

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS.

W. W. Hooper and E. C. Ferguson, Professors in Grant- Uni-

versity, Members of Athens Quarterly Conference.

G. T. Newcomb, Dean of Theology, Grant University, Member
}f Highland Park, Chattanooga Quarterly Conference.

R. J. Cooke, Professor in School of Theology, Grant University,

Member of Athens Quarterly Conference.

F. M. Cones, Associate Principal Wesleyan Academy, Chucky

City Tenn., Member of Chucky City Quarterly Conference.

J. A. Ruble, Chaplain Soldiers' Home, Johnson City, Tenn.,

Member of Johnson City Quarterly Conference.

A. C. Peters, Agent A. B. Wright Institute, Burrville, Tenn.,

Member Burrville Quarterly Conference.

Francis F. Reynolds, St. James, Chattanooga Quarterly Con-

ference ; Frank H. Cary, Athens Quarterly Conference ; Carl A.

Mahoney, Athens Quarterly Conference, Robert B. Stansell, First

Zhurch, Chattanooga Quarterly Conference, left without appoint-

nent to attend some one of our schools.

J. J. Manker, Professor in School of Theology, Grant Univer-

sity, Member of First Church, Chattanooga Quarterly Conference.

J. S. Petty, Publishing Agent Methodist Advocate Journal,

Member Morristown Quarterly Conference.

Charles F. Hunter, Conference Evangelist, Member East Main
Street, Knoxville Quarterly Conference.

J. S. Jones, President Murphy College, Sevierville, Tenn.
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HOLSTON CONFERENCE JOURNAL.

First M. E. Church, Knoxviule, Tenn.,

September 23, 1903.

The Fifty-ninth session of the Holston Conference of

the Methodist Episcopal Church convened here this morn-

ing at 8 : 30 o'clock, with Bishop Isaac W. Joyce, D. D.,

DL. D., presiding.

The Bishop read a part of the 53rd chapter of Isaiah

and a part of the 26th chapter of Matthew, after which,

assisted by the Presiding Elders, administered the Lord's

Supper, at the close of which Bishop Joyce led in prayer.

The roll was called and seventy members and eight pro-

bationers were present.

On motion of T. R. West, J. H. Amis was elected Sec-

retary, with J. S. Jones and W. F. Pitts, assistants.

On motion of J. J. Manker, R. L. Stapleton was elected

Statistical Secretary, with W. S. Brackney and R. A.

Simonds, assistants.

On motion of Hazen Oaks, J. C. Harmon was elected

Treasurer, with J. J. Robinette assistant.

At the suggestion of C. M. Hall, the hours for meeting

and adjourning were fixed at 8: 30 a. m. and 12 m.

On motion of J. J. Manker, the bar of the Conference

was fixed to include the six rows of pews from the chancel

on the left of the right-hand aisle.

The following brethren, who had been transferred to

this Conference during the year were introduced : A. S.

Beaman, G. W. Matney, from Blue Ridge Conference; E. M.
Pippin, from Virginia ; Geo. T. Byrd, from Georgia ; Geo. E.

Morse, from Genesee.

Dr. E. S. Dunham, Conference Evangelist of the Cen-

tral Ohio Conference, was introduced and requested by vote

of the Conference to conduct the morning devotions, from

8: 30 to 9 o'clock, and also Pentecostal services in the after-

noon at 4 o'clock.
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Dr. Prentiss, of the Cincinnati Conference, was intro-

duced.

The Bishop addressed the Conference with a few cheer-

ful words, stating that it gave him great pleasure to again

visit the Holston Conference, and congratulated them on the

comforts and conveniences that had been arranged for them.

On motion of J. J. Manker, the Laymen were invited to

hold their meeting Friday afternoon in this auditorium.

Papers relating to Education, Church Extension, Tem-
perance, Sunday Schools and Tracts were referred to the

proper committees.

The 13th Question : Was the character of each Preacher

examined? W. C. Miller, Presiding Elder of the Athens

District
; J. S. Burnett, of the Chattanooga District ; I. H.

Miller, of the Clinton District, and G. T. Francisco, of the

Greeneville District, there being nothing against them, read

their reports, which showed that much earnest work had

been done, and a splendid advance made on all lines of

church work.

On motion of R. J. Cooke, it was decided that so much
of the reports of the Presiding Elders as relate to the

extension of the Church in new places be referred to the

special committee on the State of the Church.

Dr. H. N. Ogden, from the Western Book Concern,

was introduced and addressed the Conference on our pub-

lishing interests.

The Bishop announced the following drafts: $22.00

from the Chartered Fund and $422.00 from the Book Con-

cern; and on motion of F. M. Cones they were ordered

and placed in the hands of L. B. Caldwell, Chairman of the

Board of Stewards.

The Bishop announced the transfer of John T. Jones

from the Indiana Conference to this Conference.

Dr. J. M. King, Corresponding Secretary of the Church

Extension Society, was introduced and addressed the Con-

ference for a few moments.

At the suggestion of the Bishop, Friday morning at 10

o'clock was designated as the time for electing delegates to

the General Conference.
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On motion, it was decided to hold a statistical session

this afternoon at i : 30 o'clock.

The Bishop requested L. B. Caldwell to take the chair

at the afternoon session, and T. S. Walker to conduct the

devotions.

J. C. Hodge stated that he had the $10.00 intended for

Mrs. Morrison last year, as Mrs. Morrison was dead. He
was requested to return it to the Board of Stewards.

On motion, Conference adjourned with the benediction

by Dr. J. M. King.

FIRST DAY.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Conference was called to order at 1 : 30 o'clock,

with L. B. Caldwell in the chair.

Devotions were conducted by T. W. Brown.

The charges were called and some of the statistics col-

lected.

On motion, Conference adjourned with the benediction

by J. C. Hodge.

SECOND DAY.

September 24, 1903.

Conference met this morning at 8 : 30 o'clock.

Dr. Dunham conducted a very interesting prayer ser-

vice.

At 9 o'clock the Bishop took the chair, and the journal

of yesterday's session was read and approved.

C. M. Hall stated the amount of the collection for

Church Extension in this Church last evening, and on motion

of J. S. Jones the collection was credited to this Church.

The Treasurer called the delinquent charges and col-

lected some reports.

On motion of J. M. Melear, W. F. Pitts was appointed

to solicit subscriptions for the Methodist Review.

The absentees were called, and ten members answered

the call. On motion, the further calling of the roll was dis-

pensed with.
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The 13th Question was resumed. J. J. Manker, Presid-

ing Elder of Knoxville District, after the passage of his

character, read his report.

There being nothing against the following Pastors, they

presented their reports : J. J. Roomette, M. C. Bruner, J. F.

Perry, J. H. Amis, J. W. Cardwell, D. G. Pile, T. G. Chase,

W. S. Grant, M. H. Monroe, B. M. Martin, A. M. Rose,

R. A. Simonds, G. W. Paul, W. C. Wheeler, A. S. Beaman,

G. T. Byrd.

The Class of the Second Year, Michael P. Murphy,

David T. Lawson, Asa E. Browne, were called forward and

the Bishop delivered a clear, forcible, scriptural and practical

address, concerning the important work of the ministry.

After answering affirmatively all the disciplinary questions,

they reported their collections, and being favorably repre-

sented by the Board of Examiners and their Presiding

Elders, were admitted into full connection and elected to

Deacons' orders.

The Class of the Third Year, Andrew J. Murphy,

Thomas D. Roe, Samuel P. Angel, Geo. S. Bales and Erwin

Omohundro, were called, reported their collections, and

having passed a satisfactory examination in the studies of

the Third Year, were duly advanced to the studies of the

Fourth Year.

G. W. Matney was continued in the studies of the Third

Year.

Dr. Ogden made a brief statement concerning the

books he had with him. R. J. Cooke also heartily com-

mended the Epworth League Reading Course.

Rev. Geo. D. French, D. D., Field Agent of the A. B.

Society in Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi and Louisiana,

was introduced and addressed the Conference.

Rev. Ulysses A. Foster, of the Northern Minnesota Con-

ference, was introduced to the Conference.

After announcements, on motion, Conference adjourned

with the benediction by R. J. Cooke.
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THIRD DAY.

September 25, 1903.

Conference met this morning at 8 : 30 and after a pleas-

ant prayer service, conducted by Dr. Dunham, the journal

was read and approved.

On motion of F. M. Cones, the collection taken yester-

day for F. Aid and S. Education was credited to this Church.

30th Question : Where shall the next Conference be

held? Newport and Cleveland were put in nomination, and

when the vote was taken Newport was selected.

On motion of B. M. Martin, the following committee

was appointed on resolutions : D. G. Pile, Robert Walker,

Geo. E. Morse, G. S. Bales and J. M. Melear.

24th Question : Who are the Triers of Appeals ? J. J.

Robinette, T. R. West, L. B. Caldwell, T. W. Brown, W. C.

Wheeler, J. M. Durham and J. F. Perry were announced by

the Bishop and confirmed by the Conference.

Under the 3rd Question, Who have been received on

credentials, and from what Churches ? Robert C. Robertson

was recognized as an Elder coming to us from the United

Brethren Church in Christ.

Under Question 21, What other notation shall be made?
Geo. W. Sleiger as an Elder from the United Brethren

Church, W. B. Williams as a Deacon from the M. E. Church

South, Wm. M. Duncan as an Elder from the Missionary

Baptist Church, were received.

^ The following were introduced to the Conference : Rev.

Euther Freeman, who has been transferred from the Maine

Conference to this Conference; Rev. J. H. Race, President

1 of Grant University ; Rev. J. A. Mitchell, of Des Moines

Conference; Rev. W. B. Rippetoe, of the Northern Indiana

Conference; Rev. J. C. Orr, Rev. S. T. Senter and Rev.

K. W. Cox, Pastors ; Rev. C. O. Jones, Presiding Elder in

the Holston Conference, M. E. Church South ; Dr. J. S. Hill,

Principal of Morristown Seminary, and Dr. S. H. Pye, one

of the Publishing Agents of the Western Book Concern.

The latter spoke very beautifully concerning the flattering

outlook for our publishing interests.

The Class of the First Year, Henry M. Hawk, Thomas
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H. Conner, Alva P. Jones, John Sanders and Robert E.

Ayres, were called, reported their collections, and advanced

to the studies of the Second Year.

Bernard Gibbs was continued in studies of the First

Year.

The Class of the Fourth Year, James W. Boling, Albert

C. Ketron, Robert L. Stapleton, Eli M. Pippin, having sat-

isfactorily completed the course of study, were duly elected

to Elders' orders.

On motion, the order of the day was taken up— the

election of delegates to the General Conference. The Bishop

appointed as Tellers, M. C. Bruner, Robert Walker, J. C.

Harmon, F. M. Cones and J. M. Melear. There being two

delegates to be elected, on motion of R. J. Cooke it was

decided that every legal ballot must have two names, and

only two, on it. It was also decided that any delegate

receiving a majority of the votes cast should be declared

elected. R. J. Cooke and J. J. Robinette were elected on

the first ballot, Cooke receiving jj votes, Robinette 53 votes.

J. J. Manker and J. M. Melear were elected as reserve dele-

gates.

The Bishop in a very pleasant little speech presented to

I. H. Miller, Presiding Elder of the Clinton District, a nice

Bible from the preachers of the District.

There being nothing against the following pastors, they

presented. their benevolent collections: A. C. Peters, A. Y.

Snavely, Hazen Oaks, G. W. Clendenen, S. V. Love, T. R.

West, H. W. McKenzie, C. W. Miller, S. G. Ketron, J. A.

Ruble, W. S. Bandy, G. B. Cox, T. S. Walker, J. C. Hodge,

T. H. Hodge, A. B. McKenzie, A. G. Cadle, J. M. Emert,

W F. Pitts, J. M. Melear, J. W. McGee, J. M. Durham,

M. A. Rule, C. M. Hall, Luther Freeman, J. D. Roberson,

T. W. Brown, J. S. Jones, J. S. Strange, F. M. Cones, Robt.

Walker, L. B. Caldwell.

On motion of G. T. Francisco, Presiding Elder of

Greeneville District, the Bishop was requested to appoint

J. A. Ruble, Chaplain in the Soldiers' Home at Johnson City,

Tennessee. Brother Ruble referred very tenderly to the

trials and triumphs of his thirty-seven years' connection with

the Holston Conference ; to which R. J. Cooke responded in
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a few well-chosen words, stating how much his work had

been appreciated and that he would live forever in the hearts

of his brethren of the Conference.

On motion of J. J. Manker, W. T. Senter was granted

a leave of absence and also a superannuated relation.

On motion, T. H. Hodge and M. A. Rule were each

granted a supernumerary relation.

The following, after the passage of their character, were

continued in the superannuated relation : R. O. Ayres, J. N.

Baker, J. L. Cardwell, T. A. Cass, G. W. Coleman, Ben-

jamin Crist, P. H. Henry, S. W. Hyden, J. H. Jennings,

Geo. Julian, Wm. Kinsland, J. D. Lawson, J. B. Little,

W. R. Long, P. H. Reed, J. B. Seaton, G. M. Stout.

P. H. Henry was referred to the Board of Stewards.

On motion of R. J. Cooke, the Lay Electoral Confer-

ence were invited to seats with us, and the following com-

mittee appointed to convey the invitation to them : L. B.

Caldwell, G. T. Newcomb and A. C. Peters.

J. A. Ruble invited the members of the Conference to

visit the Soldiers' Home and assured them that they would

always receive a hearty welcome. On motion of F. M.
Cones, the invitation was accepted.

There being nothing against them, the following were
continued in the supernumerary relation : T. B. Russell,

C. C. Wyatt, G. R. Rowan, W. R. Byerly and J. F. Spence.

On motion, H. B. Ogle was made effective.

A paper relating to the Episcopal Fund was read to the

Conference and by consent was referred to the Presiding

Elders, requesting them to apportion the $516.00 to the

charges.

On motion of T. S. Walker, the Bishop was requested

to address the Lay Electoral Conference.

On motion of J. J. Manker, the time was extended in-

definitely.

The Lay Conference came in and took seats reserved

for them.

L. B. Caldwell presented to Bishop Joyce a gavel made
from the old Ebenezer Church, in Upper East Tennessee,
erected in 1785, where Bishop Asbury once preached and
held a Conference. The Bishop accepted the present in a
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few well-chosen words of thanks, expressing the desire to

be a most worthy successor of Bishop Asbury.

After which, L. B. Caldwell introduced J. C. Ramsay,

President of the Lay Conference, to the Bishop.

The Bishop introduced the delegates elected to the Gen-

eral Conference: Mr. J. A. Patten, Mr. J. O. Lotspeich, Dr.

R. J. Cooke and Dr. J. J. Robinette.

Then followed a most inspiring and soul-cheering ad-

dress by Bishop Joyce on the glorious work of our great

Church.

The delegates-elect also made short speeches.

After singing the doxology, Dr. C. O. Jones pronounced

the benediction.

FOURTH DAY.

September 26, 1903.

Conference met this morning at 8 : 30 o'clock and after

the prayer service, conducted by Dr. Dunham, the journal

was read, corrected and approved.

After a statement from Geo. E. Morse concerning the

completion of the course of study, on motion of R. J. Cooke

he was passed in the studies and elected to Elders' orders.

Roy C. Weidler, David M. Ausmus, Francis M. Rey-

nolds, Luther B. Clark, Thos. F. M. Fraker, Eli R. B
#
ranam,

Frank H. Carey and Karl A. Mahoney, being well recom-

mended, were received on trial.

The last two named were left without appointment, to

attend one of our schools.

James M. Taylor, Benj. C. Taylor, Luther Clear, David

M. Ausmus and Luther B. Clark were elected to Deacons'

Orders as Local Preachers.

Dr. T. B. Neely, editor of our Sunday School Periodi-

cals
; Rev. E. B. Caldwell, returned missionary from China

;

Dr. W. F. McDowell, corresponding secretary of the Board
of Education ; Mrs. Mary Carr Curtiss, returned missionary

from Malaysia; Rev. T. C. Shuler, Presiding Elder in the

Holston Conference, M. E. Church South; Rev. J. E.

Hughes, Pastor of Ramsey Memorial Church, were intro-

duced to the Conference.

J. J. Manker read a paper relating to Ladies' Aid So-
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cieties, memorializing the General Conference of 1904 to

give such societies representation in the Quarterly Confer-

ence, similar to that accorded to Class Meetings, Sunday

School and Epworth League, which on motion was adopted.

The reports of the Board of Stewards, Education, Tem-

perance, Sunday Schools and Tracts, and Church Literature

were read and adopted.

R. J. Cooke offered a resolution relating to A. B.

Wright Institute, and on motion it was adopted.

On motion, R. J. Cooke was added to the Committee on

State of the Church.

On motion, G. T. Newcomb was granted a leave of

absence.

The Bishop requested R. J. Cooke to take the chair

Monday morning.

Dr. Wadsworth, Pastor of Church Street Church, M. E.

Church South, was introduced to the Conference.

On motion of R. J. Cooke, Conference adjourned. The

doxology was sung and the Bishop pronounced the benedic-

tion.

monday morning.

September 28, 1903.

Conference met at 8 : 30 o'clock a. m. Dr. Dunham
conducted the devotional services, after which R. J. Cooke

took the chair and called for reports of committees.

The reports on Church Extension, American Bible

Society, Epworth League, District Conference Records,

Auditing Committee, and Cause of Missions, were presented

and adopted.

B. M. Martin was added to the Committee on Resolu-

tions in the place of D. G. Pile.

On motion of C. M. Hall, the following committee was
appointed on Memoirs, with the request that they prepare

memoirs of P. H. Scarbrough, Mrs. Morrison and Mrs.

Watkins and send them to the Secretary for publication in

the Minutes.

On motion of J. F. Perry, the Committee on State of

the Church was permitted to have their report printed in

the M. A. Journal and also in the Minutes.
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A resolution relating to the extension of missionary

work, the appointment of Rev. E. B. Caldwell as Field

Agent for the South, was offered by R. J. Cooke and on

motion was adopted.

On motion of J. F. Spence, all persons coming into the

Conference on trial be referred to the Committee on Con-

ference Relations.

On motion of J. J. Robinette, the Statistical Secretary

and the Treasurer were requested to compare their reports

and make them harmonize as far as possible.

On motion of J. W. McGee, a collection was taken for

the publication of the Minutes, on the basis of one-fourth

of one per cent, of salary.

On motion of G. W. Coleman, the following committee

was appointed on the publication of the Minutes : A. C.

Ketron, J. J. Robinette, J. C. Harmon, R. A. Simonds and

W. F. Pitts.

Dr. T. B. Neely addressed the Conference on our Sun-

day School periodicals.

At 10 : 15 the Bishop took the chair and the journal of

the previous session was read and approved.

On motion of J. S. Burnett, the Bishop was requested

to appoint one Conference Evangelist.

J. S. Petty, in a very happy speech, presented to J. J.

Manker a nice grained-leather grip from the pastors of the

Knoxville District, as a token of the esteem in which he is

held, to which Dr. Manker responded, expressing very

gratefully his appreciation of the present.

J. S. Burnett read the list of standing committees.

The following committee, L. B. Caldwell, S. G. Ketron

and G. T. Francisco, was appointed to confer with a similar

committee from the Blue Ridge Conference to adjust the

boundary between the Conferences along the counties of

Ashe and Watauga in North Carolina, and Johnson, Ten-

nessee.

The Bishop announced the Board of Examiners.

The Missionary appropriations were read by J. S. Bur-

nett.

The Statistical Secretary and Treasurer read the grand
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totals and on motion their reports were ordered printed in

the Minutes.

A resolution was offered by R. J. Cooke to the Gen-

eral Missionary Society and on motion was adopted.

B. M. Martin read the report of the Committee on Reso-

lutions, and on motion it was adopted.

On motion of J. S. Burnett, Arthur C. Vaughan was

discontinued.

The Minutes were read and approved.

On motion of J. J. Robinette, after devotions and the

reading of the appointments, the Conference adjourned.

After singing " Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in

Christian love," the Bishop led in prayer, made some appro-

priate remarks to the Conference, read the appointments,

and pronounced the benediction.

ISAAC W. JOYCE, President.

J. H. AMIS, Secretary.
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REPORTS.

r REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.

The Methodist Episcopal Church has ever maintained a deep

and abiding interest in Christian Education. This interest was never

more intense than at the present, when the need of an enlightened

and educated membership is increasingly felt. The Holston Confer-

ence is rich in institutions of learning scattered through its territory,

to the condition of which we now direct your attention.

GRANT UNIVERSITY.

Under the efficient administration of President J. H. Race, sup-

ported by the indefatigable Field Agent, Dr. L. E. Prentiss, Grant

University during the past year has been lengthening her cords and

strengthening her stakes. The increase in students as well as in

material resources has been exceedingly gratifying. At Athens the

increase of facilities from the addition of the Banfield Memorial

Science Hall and the Blakeslee Dormitory for Boys has had the

legitimate effect of increasing the number of students. Never have

there been so many students so early in the year as are now at

Athens, and there is a marked increase in the number of college stu-

dents.

One new statement appears in the last catalogue to which we
desire to give the widest publicity. This statement is this : No
saloons in Athens. Through the beneficent provisions of the Adam's

law the curse of open saloons has been abolished in Athens. That

row of buildings that gave such notoriety to so-called Saloon street

has been turned into provision stores and for the use of other legiti-

mate occupations.

The professional Schools of Theology, Medicine, and Law, lo-

cated at Chattanooga, have all had prosperous years and are looking

forward to increased numbers when they open next month. We
are gratified that one of our number, Dr. J. J. Manker, has been

elected to the chair of Practical Theology in the University.

At the last commencement at Athens, Mr. John W. Fisher, of

the Board of Trustees, announced that " for every dollar placed in

the hands of Dr. W. W. Hooper, treasurer, on or before September

9, 1903, by the students of 1902-3 and the alumni, for the benefit of

the department of Grant University located at Athens, I will give

two dollars." With enthusiasm a committee of the alumni, con-

sisting of Dean Wright, Prof. Bolton and Mr. Bayless, canvassed for

funds and secured about $800.

Within the past few months $16,000 have been added to the

permanent funds of Grant University under the Annuity Endowment

feature. The total endowment of the institution is $29,700.
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We recommend as visitors to Grant University, M. H. Monroe,
R. A. Simonds, T. S. Walker, G. W. Bales, G. T. Francisco, J. M.
Melear.

We now give a review of the schools affiliated with Grant Uni-

versity.

MURPHY COLLEGE.

This institution, located in Sevierville, under the presidency of

Rev. J. S. Jones has had a year of prosperity and opens with in-

creased numbers. Situated half way between the Great Smoky
Mountains and the city of Knoxville it is in the center of one of the

largest rural belts in all the South. A large dormitory containing

twenty-two rooms besides a kitchen, dining-room and parlor, and

known as the Annie Ruble Hall, adds greatly to the facilities of this

institution.

WESLEYAN ACADEMY.

This institution, located at Chucky City, Tennessee, is second to

none of the academies in Holston Conference in efficiency and facil-

ities for thorough academic work. Its energetic principal, Prof. S. H.

Thompson, has raised the school to a high position of influence and

reputation. It is in great need of additional buildings, having been

forced to refuse admission to some the past year on account of in-

sufficient accomodations.

PARROTTSVILLE SEMINARY.

This institution, situated at Parrottsville, Tennessee, has made
greater progress during the last two years than any ten years pre-

vious. The moral standard of the students has been materially

raised, and the prospect is that there will be next year more students

ready for our central university at Athens than ever before. By lib-

erality on the part of the entire people, Parrottsville is fast becoming

a beautiful and attractive place, and receiving into her halls many
students of a high grade. There is still need of more money with

which to add to the faculty, and help poor boys and girls. The prin-

cipal is Prof. I. M. Rule.

K1NGSI.EY SEMINARY.

Tbis seminary was founded in 1877. It is situated in the upper

borders of the Greeneville District, near the Virginia state line,,

among the beautiful hills of Sullivan County. It has supplied the

moral and intellectual needs of many in the surrounding country to

an extent that is not surpassed by any institution of like grade, and
it still offers advantages worthy of your patronage. It is now pro-

posed to erect a new building in honor of its founder, Prof. Joseph

H. Ketron. For further information apply to Rev. S. G. Ketron,.

Principal, Bloomingdale, Tenn.

OAKLAND SEMINARY.

This institution is located at Baileyton, Tennessee, and during its

twenty-four years of successful history has graduated seventy-one

young people. At the opening of this year the enrollment at the end
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of four weeks is 151, of whom about one-half are mature young men
and women. It is doubtful whether a more earnest or ambitious body
of students can be found in this Southland. Prof. E. M. Elison,

A. M., a graduate of Grant University, is the president.

THE A. B. WRIGHT INSTITUTE.

This institution is situated on the Cumberland plateau, in the

midst of a growing section that is penetrated by the Queen & Cres-

cent railroad. Rev. J. B. Ziegler is the efficient principal, and it has

opened with over one hundred students. The Clinton District Con-

ference at its last session made this school its so-called district school.

We recommend that the Holston Conference recognize the A. B.

Wright Institute as one of our Conference schools, an auxiliary of

Grant University, on an equal footing with our other Conference

schools.

POWELLS VALLEY SEMINARY.

This school is situated in the far-famed Powells Valley, under

the majestic eastern brow of the Cumberland Mountain. The present

principal, Prof. H. F. Ketron, is an able and experienced educator,

and under his leadership the friends and patrons of the school may
be assured of good results.

HOLSTO.N SEMINARY.

This seminary, after an honorable career for many years, was for

a time suspended. In 1901 it was revived and a fine new building

erected. But after getting fairly started the building was destroyed

by fire. Another building is now being erected and it is expected

that the school will again enter upon an honorable career.

We express our appreciation of the work of the Freedmen's

Aid and Southern Education Society in aid of the schools within the

bounds of the Holston Conference. The society has apportioned to

our Conference $2,000. We recommend that we accept this sum
and that it be apportioned to the various districts and charges as

set forth in the Discipline.

BOARD OP EDUCATION.

We most heartily commend the excellent work for higher Chris-

tion education which is being accomplished for the Church through

the Board of Education. We especially approve of the emphasis laid

upon educational excellence and genuine spirituality as the true ideal

for our schools. We note with satisfaction the report of special gifts

to the Board of Education, and unreservedly commend it to the

benevolence of our people, particularly those who are able to make
large gifts.

We urge that Children's Day be observed and a collection taken

in every charge according to the Discipline. It is not " flag Sunday "

nor " flower Sunday " nor any festival of the sort. It is the day

when the doors of the Christian college should be made to open wide

for the Christian youth. Let it be so observed.
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During the past year the Board aided students who gave their

home residence or church relationship as within the bounds of our

Conference to the number of fourteen and to the amount of $636.

The contributions of our Conference received by the Board for the

year were $219.35. Our Minutes show a large number of charges

not contributing to this fund.

We commend the officers of the Board for their energy in col-

lecting loans, and we urge all beneficiaries within our own Conference

to make as prompt payment as possible. We commend the Christian

Student and the Cokesbury Guild to all our people.

We call upon our people to give liberally of their wealth that our

institutions shall everywhere be equal to the best. We call upon

our institutions everywhere to fulfill their high and important min-

istry in behalf of the Church. We call upon parents to consecrate

their children to Christ and His service and to give them the best

education as a preparation for that service. And we call upon our

young men and women to give themselves fully to Christ for salva-

tion and service, and to seek in a Christian college the highest train-

ing for the greatest usefulness. Our Church needs a thousand new
men each year for the ministry alone. The Head of the Church is

calling for the best.

Respectfully submitted,

E. C. Ferguson.

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE.

The whiskey traffic is recognized by the Christian world as a

deadly foe to the Church of God and an enemy of all that we hold

dear and precious in life. " It would destroy the Church if it could."

All lovers of the Church must necessarily be haters of the saloon.

This potent force of evil would drag down to ruin every soul con-

verted to God at church altars. The Church, with its forces for sub-

jugation at command, could destroy the saloon if it would. It is to

be deeply regretted that she has not antagonized more persistently

this giant evil in every way that has been possible. And yet we
rejoice that the traffic in ardent spirits in this Southland, and par-

ticularly within the bounds of our Conference territory, has, through

provisions made by legislation, been driven from many localities,

whereby the confidence of the temperance public has been greatly

strengthened, while desires for greater victories have been manifest.

Therefore, be it resolved by this body that we as ministers of

the gospel, recognized exponents of the temperance cause, be ready

and willing at all times to employ any legitimate means within our

grasp in waging a warfare against the rum traffic.

We further resolve that all the pulpits occupied by members of

this Conference shall be definitely pronounced in expressing loyalty

to the Discipline of our Church and faithfulness to the people to

whom we minister relative to the temperance cause in all its details.

F. M. Cones, Secretary of Committee.
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LADIES' AID SOCIETY.

Whereas, There is in almost every Methodist Episcopal Church

a Ladies' Aid Society, organized to assist in promoting its financial,

social and spiritual interests, and

Whereas, The almost universal testimony of Presiding Elders,

Pastors and Official Members is in favor of such societies ; therefore

Resolved, That we memorialize the General Conference of 1904

to give such societies representation in the Quarterly Conference

similar to that accorded to the Class Meetings, Sunday School and

Epworth League.

This Memorial to the General Conference was unanimously

adopted by the New England Conference at its annual session held

at Brookline, Massachusetts, April I, 1903, endorsed by Rev. T. C.

Watkins, D. D., Rev. S. F. Upham, D. D., LL. D, Rev. W. T.

Perrin, D. D., Rev. G. H. Mansfield, D. D., Rev. E. R. Thorndike,

D. D., Rev. E. H. Hughes, D. D., Rev. J. O. Knowles, D. D., Rev.

Dillon Bronson, Rev. Franklin Hamilton.

REPORT ON DISTRICT CONFERENCE RECORDS.

Your Committee on District Conference Records, having exam-

ined the records present, find them properly kept.

September 25, 1903.

Hazen Oaks, Chairman.

THE CAUSE OF MISSIONS.

We rejoice in the increased interest and success manifested by

the Holston Conference in the cause of Missions. We are gratified

to note the increased contributions, both to the Home and Foreign

Societies. We are also pleased at the disposition which many of our

weaker charges are showing to become self-supporting in the very

near future. There are, however, new villages and country com-

munities throughout the Conference where missionary appropriation

would be a splendid investment, making both financial and spiritual

returns, and we commend such places for earnest consideration by

the Missionary Society.

A. J. Murphy,
W. S. Bandy,

J. M. Meeear,

W. F. Pitts,

J. H. Amis.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS.

The General Missionary Committee appropriated $1,650 for dis-

tribution among the Missions of our Conference for the year 1903-04;

and your committee on this cause, after carefully considering the

needs of the work, make the following appropriations

:
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Athens District. — Appalachia, $50; Ducktown, $50; Kingston,

$50; Madisonville, $50; Tellico Plains, $50. Total, $250.

Chattanooga District. — Big Lick, $40; Epworth, $40; Fairmount,

$20; Jasper, $50; Morgan Springs, $20; Pikeville, $85; Retro, $90;

Rdigedale, $20; South Pittsburg, $40; Spring City, $30; St. James,

$40 ; Tracy City, $30. Total, $505.

Clinton District. — LaFollette, $100; Harriman, $50; Anderson-

ville Circuit, $40; Mingo Circuit, $30; Elk Valley Circuit, $20; Jellico

Circuit, $20; Minersville, $15; Wellspring, $25. Total, $300.

Greeneville District. — Johnson City Circuit, $40; Elizabethton,

$100; Surgoinsville, $40; Butler, $20; Rogersville, $15. Total, $215.

Knoxville District.— East Main Street, $175; Elm Grove and

Lonsdale, $125 ; Morristown Circuit, $25 ; Newport Circuit, $25

;

Stinnett, $30. Total, $380.

J. J. Manker, Chairman.

J. S. Burnett, Sec.

I approve the above missionary appropriations.

Isaac W. Joyce.

Resolved, That we as a Conference adopt the A. B. Wright In-

stitute, located at Burrville, Tennessee, in the bounds of the Clinton

District, provided that it is unencumbered by debt, as one of our

Conference schools, and most heartily recommend it to the patronage

of all friends of education.

R. J. Cooke.

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY.

As we look out, in our moments of thinking, and through the

scenes that come upon us in our travels, we behold indeed a field

white for the harvest. It seems almost like a dream to us all that

we are given the great opportunity of placing the word of God
among the nations of earth and the isles of the sea which wait the

coming of the word of God. Realizing the benefit of the American
Bible Society to all Christian institutions and governments of men
depend upon the knowledge of the word of God given to all classes

everywhere, rich and poor, high and low alike ; be it therefore

Resolved, That we not only welcome its agents to our midst, but

that we lend a helping hand, a listening ear and earnest hearts to

its calls and endeavor to raise our full apportionments to aid this

worthy cause.

Thos. W. Brown,

J. C. Hodge,

A. M. Rose,

Committee.
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' REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCH EXTENSION.

The Board of Church Extension of the Methodist Episcopal

Church makes report of progress and needs.

From 1866 when this work began to Nov. 1, 1902, the

Board collected and disbursed $7,748,781 24

Of this, the General Fund, derived chiefly

from collections, bequests, personal

gifts for Frontier Churches, $250

each, and Mountain Fund specials of

$100 each, has aggregated $4,803,888 53

The Annuity and Loan Funds, including

Loans returned, amount to 2,044,892 71

Making the total amount used $7,748,781 24

With this the Board aided 12,356 Churches.

Our Conference has shared in this work as follows

:

The collections taken in our Churches, from the beginning

to November 1st, 1902, the close of the last fiscal year

of the Board, aggregated $ 7,429 14

To this our Conference adds this year 706 00

Making a total of $ 8,135 14

163 Churches within our bounds have received aid up to Novem-
ber 1st, 1902,

By donations of $34,31 1 00

and loans of 32,153 65

The part our Conference is to take, in both giving and receiv-

ing, is definitely fixed, under provisions of Discipline, by the General

Committee from year to year. For the ensuing year

Our Conference is asked to raise by collections $1,100 00

Our needy churches may, on approved applications, receive 1,500 00

The amount of aid granted must depend on the amount of the

collections taken, and can not exceed the proportion above indicated.

Interest, therefore, in our Conference, as well as in the general cause,

should inspire us to use all diligence to secure the full amount asked,

and if possible go beyond it.

Christianity in Earnest, with its quarterly visits, will furnish

to all who receive it, the latest tidings of this work, and its wants,

and will also contain the Annual Report of the Board in quarterly

installments.

Documents for free distribution can be secured by pastors and

church committees on Church Extension on application to The Board

of Church Extension, 1026 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

The following resolutions are suggested as the basis for Confer-

ence action

:

1. We heartily congratulate the Board of Church Extension,
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and the Church-at-large, on the great success of this work in all its

history, and especially on the remarkable financial success of the past

year.

2. That our country, being new, with rapidly increasing popula-

tion and new territorial additions, still needs the work of Church

Extension, and that our Methodism, by fostering and strengthening

this work, will increase its own power to do the larger work de-

manded.

3. That we, as a Conference, will not be content with anything

less than a full response to the call of the General Committee until

all people in our land shall be furnished with places for worship.

4. That our Presiding Elders be requested to apportion, with

care, the full amount asked for Church Extension, to the several

Districts and pastoral charges for collection; and that, availing our-

selves of the helps provided by the Board, we will present this cause

in all our churches, and secure, at least, the amount asked, in accord-

ance with the plan of our Discipline.

L. B. Caldwell, Chairman.

Resolved, That this Holston Conference request the General Mis-

sionary Committee to appropriate $2,000 for next year, $500 of which

shall be set apart for new work. Also that $500 shall be immediately

available for use in the Clinton and Chattanooga Districts.

R. J. Cooke.

In view of the growth of our Church, and the increasing de-

mands upon her resources, and in view of the latent possibilities of

the people with whom we labor, it is the judgment of this, the Hol-

ston Conference, that the time is at hand when this field should be

more thoroughly cultivated in the interest of our General Missionary

Society; therefore

Resolved, That we, the Holston Conference of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, hereby recommend the Rev. Earnest B. Caldwell

as Field Agent of the Missionary Society for the work in the South.

R. J. Cooke.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCH LITERATURE

We deeply and keenly regret that our literature is not used in

our homes and Sunday schools as it deserves to be. We call every

pastor's attention to the very small number of our church papers

that are read in our homes. Not more than one-half of our official

members take our Advocate-Journal. Some of our Sunday schools

are content to use Cook's or Union Literature. The homes of our

people show us that other publishers are furnishing the reading.

Many of our homes have the most worthless kinds of publications.

We would respectfully urge the importance of putting our own
literature, the purest and best published on the earth, into all our

homes and Sunday schools. We would emphasize the importance of

putting the League Course into the possession of our young people,
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and the Catechism in the hands of every Methodist child. In our

country homes just now it is very important that a copy of our hymn
book, Wesley's Christian Perfection, and the Methodist Discipline

be placed there.

We respectively endorse the Methodist Advocate-Journal as one

of the ablest factors of our progress in this grand Southern field.

Its editorials come to us weekly, laden with the very best instruction

on all lines of Christian thought needed in our homes and field— in-

struction pertaining to our schools, revivals, pastors, churches, lay-

men, and their loyal, godly mission and work
;

practical religious

thought, great and small movements, religious, political, social and

educational. Wide-awake, up to date, it comes gladdening parents

and children. God bless our own Advocate-Journal. We endorse

the editor, Rev. R. J. Cooke, D. D., in his efforts to make it the best

family and religious paper in our country. His patience, ability,

earnest, consecrated devotion, loyalty to his country, Christianity,

his church and his God, has given him a place in our hearts where

precious memories will abide until our Master calls us.

M. H. Monroe,

G. T. Newcomb.

Knoxville, Tenn., September 26th, 1903.

This will introduce to you the Rev. A. C. Peters, an honored

member of the Holston Conference of the M. E. Church. He is an

ex-Presiding Elder. In his thirty-one years of service there has

never been a complaint against him. He is thoroughly loyal to the

M. E. Church, and perfectly trustworthy in every respect. He is the

founder of the A. B. Wright Institute, located at Burrville, Tenn., is

president of its Board of Trustees, and has been elected by them and

appointed by Bishop Joyce, President of the Plolston Conference of

the M. E. Church, as Financial Agent of the school.

The school has been adopted by the District Conference and the

Annual Conference as one of the affiliated Academies of Grant Uni-

versity, located at Chattanooga and Athens.

Isaac W. Joyce, President.

J. H. Amis, Secretary.

R. J. Cooks,

Editor Methodist Advocate Journal.

Isaac H. Miller,

P. IS. Clinton District.

REPORT OF BOARD OF STEWARDS.

The following amounts have been received this year

:

Draft from Book Concern $ 422 00

Chartered fund 22 00

Returned from last year 22 00
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Collections from Conference

:

Athens District 232 00

Chattanooga District 259 00

Clinton District 89 00

Greeneville District 73 00

Knoxville District 400 00

13 00

Total $1,534 00

R. O. Ayres $ 80 00 Paid to B. Crist

Mrs. Ballenger 10 00
" " Hawk

Mrs. Clark 20 00
" " Robert Walker

Mrs. Dailey 100 00
" "CM. Hall

Mrs. Forrester 20 00
" "

Peters

Mrs. Filmore 60 00
" " Newcomb

Mrs. Haskall 5 00
" "

J. S. Jones

Mrs. Hughes 5 00
" "

Melear

S. W. Hyden 95 00
" " Morten

Mrs. Jones 60 00
" " Monroe

George Julian 90 00 " "
Pile

Mrs. Lawton 55 00 " " Manker

J. B. Little 2000 " "
himself

W. R. Long 90 00
" " Bruner

Mrs. Morton 70 00 " "
Mrs. J. B. Little

P. H. Reed 10500 " "
himself

Mrs. Rogers 30 00
" "

Pile

Mrs. Seaton 20 00 " "
Francisco

G. M. Stout 9500 " "
Rule

Mrs. Still 5 00 " "
Pile

Mrs. Cresswell 60 00
" " Manker

J. D. Lawson 5 00 " " Manker
B- Crist So 00

" "
himself

T. A. Cass 9000 " "
Robinette

J. L. Cardwell 6000 " "
himself

J. H. Jennings 6000 "' "
Rule

G. W. Coleman 50 00 " "
himself

Wm. Kinsland 5 00
" "

himself
Mrs. Scarborough 40 00

" "
J. W. Cardwell

P.H.Henry 5000 " "
himself

Total $i,534 00

Dear Brethren, the Board of Stewards would recommend that,

as we have in our collections advanced from $630 last year to $1,068
this, that we bring up the full $1,500 for next year.

Respectfuly submitted,

M. A. Rule, Secretary.
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ORDINATION.

This certifies that on Sunday, September 27, 1903, in the First

Methodist Episcopal Church in Knoxville, Tennessee, under an elec-

tion by the Holston Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

I did ordain as Deacons the following-named persons : Michael P.

Murphy, David T. Lawson, Asa E. Browne, Benjamin C. Taylor,

James M. Taylor, Luther Clear, David M. Ausmus, and Luther B.

Clark ; and the same day, in the same place, assisted by Elders, I did

ordain as Elders the following-named persons, under an election by

the Holston Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church : James

W. Boling, Albert C. Ketron, Robert L. Stapleton, George E. Morse

and Elisha M. Pippin.

Given under my hand, this 28th day of September, 1903.

Isaac W. Joyce.
Knoxville, Tennessee.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

We recognize in the Sunday School one of the most important

factors in the religious and educational life not only of our own age

but of the ages to come, since the Sunday School teaches the Bible

and brings the gospel to vast multitudes irrespective of ages or con-

ditions. The total Sunday School population in the United States

is 13,150,000, of whom there are in the Methodist Episcopal Church

32,390 Sunday Schools, with 351,402 officers and teachers and more
than 2,758,429 scholars.

Inasmuch as the education of the young in religion is of the

highest importance, great care should be 'taken in the selection of

teachers. We hope the time is not far distant when every teacher

in our Sunday School shall be a professed follower of Jesus Christ

with a living experience. We believe that the Methodist Episcopal

Church furnishes the best Sunday School literature to be had, there-

fore we urge its use in all our schools, and inasmuch as the Sunday
School Union of our Church aids every year about 3,500 needy

schools with literature and has no other resources except the collec-

tions in the churches, we urge that this cause be presented to every

church, and that the Sunday nearest Christmas be set apart for this

purpose.

TRACTS.

The Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church aids in the

circulation of religious literature, particularly in the form of tracts

and leaflets throughout the entire world. It is circulating literature

in at least twelve languages in the United States alone, and in more
than twenty languages in foreign lands. Every year it gives away
11,000,000 pages of tracts in the United States, and sends $12,000

annually to our Foreign Missions for aid in the publication and dis-

tribution of religious literature.

We recommend that our pastors more generally avail themselves
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of the liberal offer of the Tract Society, which provides that every

preacher who will make application will receive -free half the amount

paid by his charge last year for tracts and leaflets. If a larger grant

is needed and his church is not able to pay for the tracts, the Society

will make generous donations of tracts.

Inasmuch as the Tract Society needs the sum of $50,000 annually

to carry on its work in the world, we urge that a collection be taken

in all our churches for this Society, and that during the coming year

the offerings be increased and that we do our utmost in behalf of this

noble and deserving Society.

Respectfully submitted,

S. V. Lowe,

A. S. Beaman,
S. P. Angel,

J. W. Cardweee.

REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE.

The Auditing Committee have examined the Presiding Elders*

accounts and find them all correct.

J. C. Hodge.

REPORT OF THE EPWORTH LEAGUE.

We know the Epworth League as the favored child of Method-

ism. We recognize the movement as providential. Its growth has-

been rapid. Its value to the Church has been incalculable.

We are not forgetful of the achievements made by the Epworth

League in the bounds of the Holston Conference, and that a part of

the great advance made in recent years on many lines in our Confer-

ence is due to the education afforded our young people through the

Epworth League.

Therefore we urge a vigorous maintenance of every interest of

the League work throughout the Conference, that district organiza-

tion be maintained.

We commend the use of the Epworth League Reading Course
in every chapter, and the larger use of the Epworth Herald, that un-

paralleled periodical for young people, -and the keeping up of the

old-time enthusiasm in our organizations, and the doing of a more
substantial class of work.

We also commend the call made to the Leaguers of this section

by the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society, asking for 1,000 Stand-

ard Bearers who will contribute 5 cents each per month for the

purpose of sending a missionary to represent Tennessee in heathen
lands.

T. D. Rows,

J. C. Harmon,

J. M. Emert,
R. A. SlMONDS,

B. M. Martin.
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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY.

I hereby certify that this is a correct record of the official pro-

ceedings of the Fifty-ninth Session of the Holston Conference.

J. H. Amis, Secretary.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.

Resolved, That our sincere thanks are due, and are hereby ten-

dered to our city pastors and the hospitable people of their churches,

and to the Presiding Elder of Knoxville District, for our generous

entertainment, and the ideal arrangements for our convenience and

comfort.

Resolved, That we express our thanks to the Southern and other

railroads that have granted courtesies to this Conference, to the East

Tennessee and People's Telephone Companies, who placed their

'phones in the church for the accommodation of the Conference, and

the Postoffice Department for the unusual accommodations afforded

to us during the Conference, and to the manager of the Knoxville

Traction Company for the placing of " red flags " on the car line near

as a warning to the street-car men to avoid the usual noise made in

passing the church.

Resolved, That we express our appreciation for the visit to our

Conference of Drs. J. M. King, W. F. McDowell, T. B. Neely,

S. H. Pye, and welcome the information they have given in regard

to the great interests of the Church which they represent. We also

have been glad, as ever, to welcome Drs. J. II. Race and L. E.

Prentiss, of Grant University, to our sessions. We express a wel-

come to Mrs. Mary Carr Curtis, Miss Banister and the Rev. E. B.

Caldwell. We extend also a welcome to Dr. Luther Freeman, and

all other ministers who have come to us during the year.

Resolved, That we record our high appreciation for the splendid

work continued by the Laymen's Association, and rejoice over the

excellent record that they have made possible, namely, the paying of

every pastor's salary in full for this Conference year.

Resolved, That our hearty thanks are hereby tendered to our

very efficient Conference Secretary, Rev. J. H. Amis, Statistical Sec-

retary, Rev. R. L. Stapleton, and Treasurer, Rev. J. C. Harmon, for

their faithfulness, and to the assistants of each of the above secre-

taries.

Resolved, That we extend our thanks to the choir of this church

and the Conference Quartette for the excellent music furnished at

the various meetings of the Conference.

Resolved, That the sermons preached and services rendered by
Evangelist Rev. E. S. Dunham, D. D., have been helpful in a high

degree, and that we express our hearty appreciation for his visit and
work among us.
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Resolved, That this Conference has been delighted and edified

by the presidency of Bishop I.- W. Joyce, D. D., IX. D., and that his

sermon and addresses have inspired us afresh to faithful and heroic

service, and that we shall gladly welcome his presidency at any of

our future sessions.
Robt. Walker,

J. M. Melear,

G. E. Morse,

G. S. Bales,

B. M. Martin.

REPORTS OF PRESIDING ELDERS.

ATHENS DISTRICT.

The geographical dimensions of the Athens District are the same

this year as last year. The territory includes the following counties

:

James, Meigs, Bradley, Polk, McMinn, Monroe and Loudon, also

parts of Roane, Knox and Blount. This boundary contains, accord-

ing to the census of 1900, a population of about 127,000. These in-

habitants are to be found in nine towns with an average population

of 1,900, and twenty-one villages with an average population of 359.

The remainder live in the rural districts. Some communities are

thickly settled, others are not, while there is a mountain range on

the southeast side of the district, something like fifty miles long and

ten or twelve miles wide, where it is still more sparsely settled.

Pastoral Charges. — The district has fifteen pastoral charges.

There are four stations and eleven circuits. Nearly all the circuits

are large, the appointments far apart, the membership small. The
stations are in the following towns : Athens, Cleveland, Kingston

and Maryville. There are other towns where we have charges, but

they are connected with adjoining circuits. They are located in Rice-

ville, Loudon, Lenoir City, Louisville, Friendsville ; and in Ducktown
there are two, one at Hiwassee, and the other at McCay's. These,

with the exception of two (Cleveland and Erie circuits), have all

been served by pastors appointed by Bishop Walden at the last

session of our Conference.

The Cleveland circuit has been supplied with two pastors— D. A.

Sullivan, a local preacher, and E. M. Pippin, who was a member of

the Virginia Conference but was attending the theological school of

the U. S. Grant University at Chattanooga, from which institution he

graduated last spring. However, a few months ago he was trans-

ferred by Bishop Warren to the Holston Conference. The Erie

circuit was supplied by C. D. Hoyle, a local preacher. J. F. M.
Duggan, also a local preacher, has been employed as an assistant

pastor on the Madisonville circuit, has worked manfully in localities

heretofore neglected, so that most of his work has been purely of a
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missionary character, and not without blessed results. Sixty-six

souls have been saved under his ministry this year.

Pastoral Service. — Good health and ability to labor faithfully

and continually have been enjoyed by all the preachers without a

single exception. However, Death has twice entered this year the

home of A. M. Rose, pastor of the Maryville circuit. The first time

he took from their embrace a darling babe, precious bud of promise,

and the second time a dear daughter was claimed, who was just

blooming into womanhood, and who possessed a beautiful Christian

character. But when dark clouds fall across the Christian home,

there comes to its inmates the blessed assurance that "earth has no

sorrows heaven can not heal."

The pastors throughout the year have rendered faithful and,

with scarcely an exception, successful service, and this too in many
cases iin the face of difficulties and discouragements. Some of the

pastors have been compelled to give a part of their time to secular

pursuits in order to supplement their meagre salaries, which Were

absolutely too small to meet the real needs of the pastor and his

family.

Revivals. — Refreshing showers of divine grace have fallen from

heaven on almost every charge, and scores of souls have professed

saving faith in Jesus Christ. The salvation of men has been the chief

aim and effort of nearly all the preachers. The greatest need of all

the churches is a Pentecostal revival. The true presence and opera-

tion of the Spirit is the only remedy for all the evils of the professing

church. All mere get-up revivals result in failure. What is most

needed is spiritual power, Spirit-power, the Pentecostal power. We
ought to grasp more fully the glorious truth— the Holy Ghost is

with us.

Salaries and Benevolences. — The salaries estimated for the pas-

tors this year are $925 in advance of last year, and with this advance-

ment the salaries are still, with but few exceptions, inadequate.

Almost every pastor has labored hard to raise all his benevolent ap-

portionments, and their reports will show the good results of their

energetic work. *

Church Building. — The Pine Grove Church, on the Erie circuit,

which has been erected for a time, was finished by putting on a good

coatof paint this summer and was dedicated free of debt by Dr. J. J.

Robinette, pastor of our church in Athens. A beautiful and commo-
dious church at Kingston, worth $1,700, was dedicated free of debt

on the second Sunday in this month by Dr. R. J. Cooke. Another

church, worth at least $2,000, has just been finished at Lenoir City,

on the Loudon circuit, and is now ready for dedication. Also another

new church has just- been finished at Meadow, on the Maryville cir-

cuit, and is ready for dedication. And still another church at

Friendsville, on the A., K. &. N. railroad, in the bounds of the Mary-

ville circuit, has been improved and beautified and awaits dedication.
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A lot has been secured in the bounds of the Maryville circuit on

which to build a new church. The new church enterprise at Athens

is still being agitated, and Dr. Robinette, the pastor, has secured

$3,000 in good subscriptions. The edifice which is to be erected there

till cost when completed not less than $8,000.

Our School. — The College of Liberal Arts of the U. S. Grant

University at Athens was never in a more hopeful condition. Under

the wise and energetic supervision of President Race the school has

enjoyed a year of more than ordinary prosperity, and is worthy of

the confidence and support of the Church. The enrollment this year

is 20 per cent, in advance of last year. From many considerations

the outlook is very bright, and with the hearty co-operation of all

the friends, this institution may be made a still greater power for

God and Methodism in this Southland.

The Ritter Industrial Home, under the careful oversight of -Mrs.

F. V. Chapman, is a most valuable adjunct to the University. J
Sunday Schools and Epzvorth Leagues. — The Sunday Schools

and Epworth Leagues in the stations are in good condition, but in

the country the circuits are so large that the pastors can not give to

this work the necessary attention, hence the Sunday Schools and

Epworth Leagues in the rural portion are not what is heartily desired

and prayed for.

The Outlook for the Church in the Athens District. — The sta-

tions were never, perhaps, in a more hopeful and prosperous condi-

tion than now. This can not be said of some of the circuits ; especi-

ally is this true of the circuits with from eight to ten appointments.

Last year in this district a brother was appointed to a circuit with ten

appointments. At the first quarterly meeting, almost heart-broken,

he said to me :
" It is preaching me out until their is nothing left of

me." The leading members of our Church on these large circuits

say :
" We can never build up our churches with monthly preaching."

To my mind the only way to adjust this matter, and to meet the

growing need of the people, is by concentration ; that is, to leave off

those places where the membership has become almost extinct, and

where there is no hope or prospect of building up ; and, where it is at

all possible, to connect two or three contiguous classes into one, and

then give them more pulpit and pastoral service.

Almost two or three miles east of Athens, at a place called Fair-

view, a glorious revival has been conducted by W. W. Sutton, a

local preacher, who is a student in the Grant University at Athens.

This revival resulted in sixty conversions and a class of twenty-five

has been organized there. A church building is badly needed at this

place.

Presiding Elders' Work. — I have made the regular quarterly

visitations, holding fifty-seven quarterly meetings in person and
three by proxy, have preached one hundred and seventy-four times,

made two hundred and fourteen pastoral visitations, and traveled
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four thousand, three hundred and twelve miles. I have, forgetful

of self, devoted all my time to the work of the district, looking

carefully after every interest of the Church. My constant aim has

been to introduce, according to the Discipline, the very best business

methods for carrying on the work of the Church. An earnest effort

has been put forth to raise the standard of Christian liberality, in

order that the people may give at least a comfortable support to the

faithful ministers of the gospel, who are giving all their time to

the spiritual interests of the people. Religious liberality is, of all

profitable investments, the most profitable. The Church which robs

and defrauds God robs and defrauds itself. It has become necessary

here and there to put a little bit of religious explosive under some

of the churches to wake them up to the fact that they are indebted to

the Church of God. The debris from the explosion is still falling,

and no one hears and feels more of it than the Presiding Elder.

Unoccupied Territory. — In the bounds of the Athens District

hundreds of square miles are to be found where there are no Metho-

dist Episcopal churches or any of our church privileges, and there

are many square miles where there are no churches of any kind. In

Polk County, with a population of 11,000, we have three small

churches. This county lies almost entirely in the mountains. And
in a large portion of Monroe County the same conditions are to be

found. A friend of mine who is engaged in the lumber business in

those mountains said to me a few days ago :

" Why don't you send

ministers of the gospel to preach to those people in the mountains?

They hardly know when Sunday comes." I believe very much in

Foreign Missionary work, but we ought not to neglect the mission

fields at our doors, which are white already to the harvest. The
Presbyterian Church is sending lady missionaries into the moun-

tainous portions of North Carolina and East Tennessee, and they

are doing a most excellent work. We have made some effort to

secure the services of a Deaconess of our Church to labor in the

Tellico Plains, in Monroe County. A brother living in Athens, whose

name I may not give, has promised to pay one-half the expenses of

a Deaconess of our Church to do Christian work at this place. 1

would be exceedingly glad to have some one follow this example

with a like generous offer.

Summarily and Finally.—In summing up the results of the year's

work, we would not forget to acknowledge the faithful assistance

rendered by the Laymen's Association of the Holston Annual Con-

ference. We owe to this body a debt of love and esteem, because it

has aided in the development of our Church in this Conference, and

we trust it will bring also a fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah

:

" The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them and

the deserts will rejoice and blossom as the rose."

In summing up the results of the entire district, perhaps they

will not fall behind last year, but the circuits as a whole will not

make quite as good report as they did last year. And this, we be-
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lieve, is very largely due to the fact that the Conference convenes

earlier than in former years, just at the time when farmers are very

busy and the products of their farms are not ready for the market.

If the Conference could have met four weeks later we believe that

almost every charge would have paid all claims in full.

For any advancement made or success achieved we give to God
all the glory and the praise.

W. C. Miller, Presiding Elder.

CHATTANOOGA DISTRICT.

I am glad to report that of all the preachers you sent to the

Chattanooga District a year ago no one has been called to his reward.

Sickness has come to many of us, and from the homes of both

Brothers Conner and Wheeler a babe has been taken. Luther Free-

man and A. P. Jones have each suffered from serious and long-

continued illness, but a merciful Father has answered our prayers

and restored them to health again. No other pastor has been criti-

cally ill.

Pastoral Charges. — Of the twenty-two charges in the district,

fifteen were supplied by regular pastors at our last annual Conference.

These all remained in the charges to which they were assigned,

except W. S. Brackney, who was appointed to Rockwood, but

changed by me, in the absence of a Bishop, to Ridgedale a few weeks

later. On the return of Bishop Walden, I referred the matter to him

for Episcopal sanction. Brother Brackney worked faithfullly at

Ridgedale until the close of the second quarter, when he vacated the

charge for reasons that seemed unavoidable. I filled the vacancy

which this caused at Ridgedale with R. C. Weidler, a theological

student, and good results have attended his ministry. G. T. Byrd was

transferred from the Georgia Conference, and placed in charge at

Rockwood, where he has had a successful year. Alton Park has had

R. B. Stansell two years, and will be glad to have him returned.

Avondale has A. L. Johnson, a member of the Blue Ridge Confer-

ence, who is attending Theological School. His service is satisfac-

tory. A. C. Vaughan was transferred from the West Wisconsin

Conference and placed in charge at Sherman Heights early in the

year. He remained until about May 15, when the Official Board

granted his request for an unlimited vacation, on the expressed

reason that he was suffering from throat trouble. T. M. Dunkle has

been in charge since, and has worked faithfully. I secured E. B.

Catlin as supply for Fairmount, where he remained until May 15,

but then he accepted a charge in the Virginia Conference. Samuel
Crouch supplied the work until July 1, then resigned and went to

Missouri. After him, I induced B. F. Whitney to take the place,

but he resigned in about fifteen days, and again I began hunting a

pastor. After many fruitless efforts to secure one, G. W. Paul, pastor
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of Daisy charge, which adjoins Fairmount, kindly consented to give

it such time as he could spare till the close of the year. It is almost

needless to add that the charge has not made much progress. James
Hart was placed in charge of Tracy City as supply, but the circuit is

so large and difficult to travel that it was impossible for one man to

give the amount of service required, so I added J. T. Byrd as his

assistant. Big Lick charge was also left to be supplied, but after an

unavailing search for a pastor who would have charge of this work
only, I asked J. W. Boling, pastor of Crossville circuit, to divide his

time and take charge of this circuit also, which he has done with

acceptability, though the amount of labor became so great through

the constant growth of Crossville charge that I appointed J. L. Scott

as his assistant during the fourth quarter. Waldron is a new town
which has been built during the year on Walden's Ridge, a few miles

west of Retro. They built a school house, and were ready for

Sunday school and church services July I, so I sent G. G. Stansell

to be their pastor. His labors have produced encouraging results.

All the regular pastors have labored faithfully and with a degree

of success, some of them even going beyond their strength to ad-

vance our beloved Zion. If I should mention all the deserving ones,

it would include every pastor in the district.

New Work. — A. P. Jones has added two new appointments to

the Jasper charge. S. P. Angel has opened a new appointment and

effected an organization as the result of a revival. J. T. Byrd has

added three new appointments to the Tracy City charge, at one of

which an organization has followed a revival. A. J. Murphy has

been preaching at a new appointment a few miles north of Pikeville,

and sees encouraging signs for the future. John Sanders has

preached when he could spare the time at Montague, a new town near

Graysville, and thinks the work should be continued. G. T. Byrd

effected an organization and has a good prospect for building a chapel

at Pine Grove which is about six miles east of Rockwood. He also

conducted a revival and re-organized our church at Eureka, a suburb

of Rockwood. J. W. Boling has opened regular appointments at

Isolene, Fredonia, Ozone, Waldensia and Daysville, and preaches

occasionally at the new appointments of Crab Orchard, Dorton and

Renfro. All of these are new towns, except Crab Orchard, and have

sprung up along or near the Tennessee Central railroad, in Cumber-

land County, within the last three years. This new work results "from

the development of the mineral and timber resources of the great

Cumberland Mountain pleateau, a region which, in its two parts, is

about thirty miles wide, and extends about seventy-five miles across

the territory embraced in this district. Up to a few years ago two
or three men could care for all of our work among the widely scat-

tered settlements in this section, but recently railroads have been

built and towns are springing up around coal mines which are

capitalized by persons who are either members or friends of our
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Church. The only difficulty that confronts us in maintaining our

position in the front rank of the churches occupying this new terri-

tory is in securing money with which to carry on the work. If we

can furnish the men necessary to care for this work there is good

promise for us in the future all over this rapidly growing section,

but if- we should be forced to abandon the field, or supply it inade-

quarterly, we would lose all the marked advantages which we now

have, and find it useless to enter the field a few years later.

Revivals. — During the spring and summer we have witnessed

a constantly increasing revival spirit. Notable outpourings have oc-

curred at Avondale, 97 conversions ; Dayton and Vine Grove, 143

;

Ridgedale, 120; South Pittsburg, 133; St. James, 120; Rockwood,

458; also on Victoria charge, 90; Graysville, 91; Crossville and Big

Lick, 136. Smaller numbers are reported from various other charges,

so that nearly every pastor brings sheaves with him. The total

number of conversions is 1,514, of accessions to the Church, 878.

Self-Support. — A year ago I recommended that seven places

which had been missions for many years be placed on the self-sup-

porting list. None of these was paying more than a bare living, but

I believed that the people would do their best to make up for the

missionary money which they had been accustomed to receive. The
results have been gratifying. Five charges increased their estimates

enough to make good the appropriation which they had lost, and

the other two only failed to do so because of local burdens or mis-

fortune.

Notable Gatherings. —-The bi-centenary of the birth of John

Wesley was fittingly observed by the entire district in a meeting at

Dayton, May 29-31, also by our local Methodism of Chattanooga in

union with the M. E. Church South, on the 19th of June at the

City Auditorium. The annual. Spring Rally of the Epworth League

was held at Llighland Park the first week in June. Our local Leagues

were strengthened and encouraged, and the district expects much
help from the newly organized District Cabinet.

Church Building.— Epworth Chapel, Chattanooga, is nearly

completed, at a cost of $2,200. Coppinger's Chapel, in Victoria

charge, was dedicated by Dr. J. H. Race, June 7. This chapel has

been built at a cost of about $600, and furnishes church privileges

to an isolated community. A gracious revival followed the dedica-

tion. Our church at Crossville has erected a commodious chapel at

a cost of $1,000, and as one of the first fruits has just closed a revival

in which seventy persons were saved. A year ago our Tabernacle

Mission in Chattanooga changed its name to St. James, and with

the assistance of the community purchased eight lots on the corner

of Rossville and Read avenues for a church site. This is a promi-

nent corner in the center of one of the best parts of the city. Already

the Sunday School room of an elegant and commodious church is

being erected, to cost $3,500. Through the wise management and
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energetic efforts of the pastor, aided by a hearty local co-operation on

the part of our membership and the general public, and by liberal

help from our First Church, only about $1,000 of $6,250 remains

unpaid.

Improvements have been made on the churches at Victoria,

Ridgedale and Soddy, aggregating an expenditure of $1,240. We
have bought a comfortable parsonage in Whitwell at a cost of $500,

S. P. Angel, pastor. The parsonage at Daisy has been rebuilt and

enlarged, while the basement of the Ridgedale church is doing ser-

vice as a parsonage. We have bought a lot and part of the material

for a church at Ebenezer, on Jasper charge, and lots are secured at

Pine Grove, Avondale and Daysville. Ridgedale is rejoicing on

account of its emancipation from an indebtedness which has been

burdensome through its entire history. In addition to all these

efforts at church building, we need at least twenty-five church-houses,

most of which could be erected soon if we had the promise of from

$100 to $250 from the Board of Church Extension.

Salaries and Benevolent Collections. — Every pastor will report

his salary and the benevolent collections paid in full. In view

the fact that the aggregate of both these estimates is materially

increased over last year, and that the farmers are embarrassed be-

cause of several poor crops, and that our Conference convenes before

they have marketed any considerable part of this year's products, it

has been exceedingly difficult to accomplish this result in many
places.

The Sunday Schools and the Prayer Meetings are increasingly

helpful and regular in their work. The Class Meetings, on the other

hand, are but seldom held and even then poorly attended.

I have held eighty-four of the eighty-seven Quarterly Confer-

ences for the year, besides giving personal attention to a large num-
ber of other meetings made necessary by the numerous activities of

our Church. I have had special help from the president and pro-

fessors in the Theological School, from the Advocate-Journal, and

from the officers of the Laymen's Association. We have made a

canvass for the Advocate-Journal, resulting in 241 new subscribers.

The Professional Schools of Grant University are located at

Chattanooga, but they will be reported by the Committee on Edu-
cation.

J. S. Burnett, Presiding Elder.

CLINTON DISTRICT.

The year just closed has been one of great toil and victory.

The times are prosperous financially. No less than six railroads in

the Clinton District are being built, and new towns are springing

up almost in a night.

The twenty preachers appointed to this field at your last session

entered at once upon their work and remained until the close of
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the year, the most of them faithfully toiling and sacrificing for the

dear Lord's sake, while others seem determined to have an easy time

at whatever cost.

The few Epworth Leagues that we have are doing excellent

work.

There has been a widespread delusion on the subject of Union

Sunday Schools, but in very many places the people are finding out

that there is no such thing as union literature, and as a result they

are becoming loyal to the publishing interests of their own church.

A few charges deserve special mention. At Clinton a revival

so shook the town that the doom of the saloons there was sealed in

less than a week, only one man voting to retain them, and that man
" a mourner " the very next day. Rev. J. M. Taylor assisted Brother

Harmon in this great meeting.

Big Valley circuit witnessed 350 professions, built a neat five-

room parsonage, and presented the pastor with a fine horse, to the

happiness of Brother A. Eugene Brown, who has served the charge

so well.

The Tazewell charge, with twelve churches, has been traveled

on foot by Brother A. H. Gragg, Not having as much work as his

zeal and faith required, he has organized two new churches and

built a church-house, and is still "pushing out into the regions be-

yond."

Rutledge charge is building a first-class country church, which,

when complete, will be worth $1,600. The Rev. H. B. Ogle, a super-

numerary member of our Conference, has had full control of this

work in every detail, and to his zeal, influence and great liberality

is this fine enterprise due.

A most remarkable victory has been achieved at LaFollette, a

thriving new town of 5,000 people, by Rev. Hazen Oaks, the pastor.

He has raised this year $6,000, and will soon have a neat $15,000

stone church ready for services. There is practically no debt on this

building.

Rev. A. S. Beaman, the pastor, has had a good year at Harriman.
Every interest of our Zion has been cared for, and remarkable ad-

vances have been made. Harriman is an important and promising
field for our beloved Methodism. The Tennessee Central railroad

runs into the city, and many new enterprises are springing up. No
man has a better or stronger influence with his people than Brother
Beaman certainly has.

The Rev. A. C. Peters, an honored member of this body, is the

founder of the A. B. Wright Institute, at Burrville, Tenn., and has
just succeeded in getting it dedicated to the M. E. Church. The
institution is located on the Cumberland plateau, and there is no
other school of similar grade within fifty miles of it. This building
is worth $3,000, and four acres of land were dedicated by Dr. R. J.

Cooke for the educational purposes of the Church in this section,
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great interest being manifested by tbe people. He also dedicated a

fine church in Oneida on the 20th of July.

At Deer Lodge, in the Sunbright circuit, a new church was dedi-

cated by Dr. Cooke, no debt being on the building.

Rev. Geo. E. Morse, pastor at Jellico, has had a year of great

financial prosperity.

Our District Conference was a success in all respects. Three

bright young men were licensed to preach, and three were recom-

mended for admission on trial into this body, and six for local

Deacon's orders. We feel that we must have these men ordained in

order that the work can go forward. There are whole sections of

this district where no one can administer the sacraments of the

Church except the Presiding Elder.

The district has acquired in church and school property this year

$11,800 worth of new property, and not by re-estimating values. The
advance last year was $9,600 in new property; in two years, $21,400.

In the year 1890 we had $31,900 worth of property in the district.

We now have $61,975, an increase of $30,075 in thirteen years, but

$21,400 of this has been made during the last two years. So much
for prosperous times and for faithful, earnest and practical work.

More than one-third of all this property has been acquired in two

years.

Thirteen years ago we paid for ministerial support $3,075 ; this

year, $7,997; an increase of $4,922, but $4,190 advance has been made
in the last two years. Who said that Methodism could not succeed

in this territory?

There have been 1,200 professions and 683 accessions. Increase

for this year for all benevolent causes is 122 per cent. Pastors paid

in full. Brethren, let us trust in God and go forward.

Isaac H. Miller, Presiding Elder.

GREENEVILLE DISTRICT.

We have looked forward to the closing of this Conference year

with a greater degree of interest than any former year since we
have been connected with the district work as Presiding Elder. There

are reasons for our being especially interested; one is, that last year

was the best financially that we have ever had ; another is, because

of the great number of revivals that were held and the large number
of conversions and additions, while the Minutes of our Conference

show a falling off in church membership.

When we entered upon our work at the beginning of the Con-
ference year now closed, we saw that if last year's record was excelled

we must do something. I have never seen pastors work harder or

show more enthusiasm than have the pastors of the Greeneville Dis-

trict this year, and we have results that prove that our labor has not

been in vain. It was our aim to surpass last year's record in every

respect, and we think we have done so.
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Our district includes the greater part of the ten upper counties

of the State and is numerically the largest in the Conference. Of the

\y pastoral charges, 14 are circuits and three are stations. All these

have been served by members of the Conference except three, which

were supplied from the local ranks.

No serious illness has interfered with any of our pastors except

one, Brother T. H. Hodge, who has been sick most of the Conference

year, but has gone to his appointemnts when he was scarcely able to

ride. We are glad to note that his health is greatly improved.

The Educational Interest. — We are glad to note progress along

educational lines. Our denominational schools have done exceed-

ingly well. They are composed of Wesleyan Academy, Oakland

Seminary, Parrottsville Seminary, and Bloomingdale Seminary.

Wesleyan Academy is located at Chucky City, on the Knoxville

division of the Southern Railway, eighty-five miles east of Knoxville

and forty-five miles west of Bristol. This school has been under

the management of Prof. S. H. Thompson since March, 1899, within

which time the enrollment has grown from 50 to 124. It was our

pleasure to be at the opening of this school, August 24, and to listen

to two excellent addresses by Dr. J. H. Race and Prof. Burkhart. It

was a splendid beginning and from the present outlook this year will

surpass any year in its history. The rooms of this school building

have been nicely repapered and painted. Prof. Thompson is doing

a good work at Wesleyan Academy, and is, we think, the right man
for that place.

Oakland Seminary is located at Baileyton, Greene County, about

fourteen miles north of Greeneville. The building and grounds of

this seminary are valued at about $10,000. Last year 268 students

were enrolled, and this year they had a good opening. Prof. E. M.
Ellison has been elected president of this institution, and we bespeak

for this school a very prosperous year. Prof. Ellison is a splendid

educator, a very strong young man, and we congratulate this school

upon securing him for its president.

Parrottsville Seminary, located at Parrottsville, seven miles north

of Newport, is doing a splendid work under the management of

Prof. Rule, a very excellent young man. Last year this school en-

rolled 175 students, and they have opened up splendidly this year.

Bloomingdale Seminary, under the management of Prof. Joseph

H. Ketron for so many years, has since his death been under the

control of the Rev. S. G. Ketron. This school property all belongs

to the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is worth about $18,000. The
principal of Bloomingdale Seminary has secured $1,400 towards the

erection of a splendid edifice in honor of the late Prof. Joseph H.

Ketron, former principal. This building will be completed within

the next twelve months.

Spiritual Condition of the District. — Much depends on the spir-

ituality of the church. If a church is spiritually-minded it usually
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bears the stamp of success upon it. Lack of spirituality means fail-

ure. The most of our pastors have held revivals during the year,

with the following results : Fall Branch circuit, 143 conversions and

99 additions; Chucky City circuit, 161 conversions, 70 additions;

Bloomingdale circuit, 60 conversions and 40 additions ; Elizabethton,

14 conversions, 6 additions; Rogersville circuit, 15 conversions, 3

additions ; Surgoinsville circuit, 75 conversions, 32 additions ; Moun-

tain City circuit, 90 conversions, 65 additions; Greeneville circuit,

130 conversions, 40 additions; Parrottsville circuit, 50 conversions,

6 additions; Oakland circuit, 59 conversions, 51 additions; Greene-

ville station, 150 conversions, 52 additions; Butler circuit, 14 conver-

sions, 3 additions
;
Johnson City circuit, 52 conversions, 68 additions

;

Johnson City station, — conversions, 25 additions; Sneedville circuit,

80 conversions, 25 additions
;
Jonesboro circuit, 6j conversions, 62

additions; making a total of 1,160 conversions, 650 additions.

Finances. — The financial state of the district is the best in its

history. Every charge has paid its pastor's claim in full. This has

been brought about only by persistent effort and by more system.

The officers of the Laymen's Association have assisted in this work.

The apportionment for ministerial support for this year was $7,699.

The district has paid for ministerial support this year, including

house rent, $7,797. Our benevolences are far in advance of last

year. The Rev. Ernest Caldwell, of the Foo Chow Mission, was

with us for several days at the first of the year and rendered valuable

assistance in raising our apportionment and arousing a greater in-

terest in the work in the foreign missionary fields. His lecture on

China was greatly appreciated by all who heard it. We have raised

for benevolences $1,280, an increase over last year of $400.

Church Enterprises. — Several churches begun last year have

been completed. The good people of Mountain City, led by their

pastor, the Rev. G. S. Bales, are to begin the erection of a $4,000

church building. Brother Bales has secured in good subscriptions

almost the entire amount needed to erect this building. Brother

Bales deserves much praise for the effort he is making to complete

this enterprise. Two churches on the Jonesboro circuit have been

dedicated by Brother Ruble. We believe we can safely assert that

we have the best church buildings, taken on an average, of any dis-

trict in the Conference. We have no First churches, but good sub-

stantial churches on each charge. A considerable sum has been

spent on repairing church buildings and parsonages and paying off

old indebtedness.

The Sunday School and Epworth League interests continue to

increase.

As to my own work as Presiding Elder, I have been just as

busy as a man could well be. I have filled all of my appointments

except two, have written more letters to official members than I have

done any previous year, have traveled 3,900 miles, have preached 115



50 MINUTES OE THE HOLSTON CONFERENCE

times, made 300 visits, held one District Conference at Chucky City,

July 23. This Conference was well attended, all the pastors being

present except three, two of whom were detained on account of sick-

ness. We had a number of visiting brethren with us : Drs. Cooke

and Newcomb and Brothers Petty, Hickman, Patten, Fisher and

Wood. We were delighted with the address and sermons by our

visitors. It seemed to us that the pastors had prepared themselves

to discuss every subject. No time was lost in the discussion of a

single topic.

We have held two camp meetings, assisted by the pastors and

others. At Sulphur Springs campground the attendance was very

large, especially so on Sunday and Monday. Drs. Race and Cald-

well, Brothers Petty, Hickman and Rowe did the greater part of the

preaching. The services all through were the most spiritual that we
have ever seen at Sulphur Springs.

We believe the time was never more opportune than at this

present day for our Methodism in East Tennessee. We have more
sympathizers, more people ready to help us, and fewer enemies than

since the reorganization of our Church in this country. Our laymen

are becoming more interested and more willing to do than I have

ever seen them. Our church literature is more easily circulated. On
some charges the subscriptions for the Methodist Advocate-Journal

have been doubled this year.

Some localities in this East Tennessee country have taken on

new life : Johnson City, for instance. Since the government has com-

menced the erection of a home for old soldiers in that place the

population has increased about 3,000, and as the town grows so does

the church, and one of the most important appointments to be made
at this Conference is the one for Johnson City, for this town is at-

tracting more attention than any other town of its size in the South.

We are thankful to a gracious Providence for the favors during

the year now past.

G. T. Francisco, Presiding Elder.

SPECIAL NOTICE.

The memoirs of Brother P. H. Scarborough, Mrs. Morrison and

Mrs. Watkins were not handed to the Secretary.

The report of the Presiding Elder of the Knoxville District never

came to the Secretary's hands.

Please remember our friends who have advertised in this book
and give them the benefit of your trade.

J. H. AMIS, Secretary.



eport of the Presiding Elder of the Knoxville District, Holston

Conference M. E. Church, September 23, 1903.

The Knoxville District closes the present conference year with her
ce to the front and to the rising sun. She has as usual made some
ogress and won some victories. Encouraged and confident she
ticipates still brighter days and greater a .hievements.

There have been about 800 conversions, and a net increase in the

imber of members and probationers of 600 ; or of full members alone

e net increase has been 500, with 400 probationers still on the rolls,

le members and probationers received have been the results of

acious revivals held by our own pastors, aided by our local preachers

d exhorters and other faithful Christian workers. But a large nura-

r of the converts in our revivals go for membership into churches of

her denominations, as a comparison of the figures representing con-

rsions and accessions, and other facts, will show. And so, the good
suiting from our work is far greater than the gain in membership
juld indicate.

Quite a good deal in the aggregate has been done in the district

the way of building, and repairs and improvements on our church
d parsonage property, the total thus expended being about $3,300,
iicating a thrifty condition and a progressive spirit among our
urches and p2ople. Two new churches are awaiting dedication. One
gun over a year ago at Stinnett by Rev. G. W. McMahan, one of-

r worthy local preachers. This church and the pastoral charge
th which it is connected are the direct result of the holy zeal and
ergetic management of this one good man. Very appropriately the

ople in the neighborhood have 'named the church McMahan'

s

lapel. The other church referred to is at Caton's Grove on the

ewport Circuit. This is the best church on the Circuit, and so far

my knowledge extends the best country church in the county.

'o. T. W. Brown, the pastor, has by his unwearied diligence ab^
conded the efforts of the brethren at that place in pushing this church
its present almost readiness for dedication. Both of these houses
mid have been dedicated before conference but that some needed aid

Dm the Board of Church Extension could not be obtained until our
nference collections can be reported and placed to our credit at

liladelphia.

We have not had many debts this year. to trouble us, but the few
2 have had have been large enough and with us long enough to

ake us immensely glad and thankful to bid them good-bye. Our
:w church at Lonsdale, built two years ago, but not dedicated because
inability at that time to pay the more than $200 debt incurred in its

nstruction, has under the inspiring leadership of Bro. J. A. Baker,
e pastor, just freed itself from that encumbrance. The house was
idicated last Sunday by the Rev. J. M. Melear, assisted by the pastor
id by the pastors of our city churches. And this splendid church in



which we are holding our present conference session has for years bee

struggling with a heavy debt. But it, too, has during the year eel-

brated its emancipation from that burden, having with due ceremot

and with devout thanksgiving burned the notes and mortgage to tl

amount of $8,536. The members of the official board and the peop
generally did grandly in achieving this deliverance, but thev thet

selves say that the credit is mainty due the pastor, Dr. C. M. Hal
whose good management and hard work all through the finatici

campaign, by the blessing of God, brought them through in triumpl

This leaves all our churches in the district that are now in use, so f;

as the facts are known to me, free from debt.

But an advance step at one point brings us a new debt which ms
serve as a very slight check on our possibly too great self felicitatic

over our great success in ridding ourselves from such encumbrance
Our friends at Morristown at the beginning of the year purchased
neat and comfortable parsonage property for $1,000; paying in eas

$275, the balance to be paid in annual installments. But as the year
outlay in meeting these payments is only a little more than they hi

previously been paying in rent for a temporary home for their pastor

they feel that they are both safe and fortunate in the new deal.

Time does not permit me to speak of the work of the pastors hid

vidually and in detail, but two chauges in the organization of tl

district since last conference must be noted. By authority given n

by Bishop Walden two appointments were taken from the Thoi
Grove circuit and one from the Holston circuit at the beginning of tl

year and constituted a separate charge called Kodak, and Rev. J. ]

Card well, one of our superauuated members assigned to it as pasto
The other matter to be mentioned relates to Rev. K. H. McLaughli:
At the- last conference he was appointed by Bishop Walden to tl?

Knoxville circuit. At the time of his appointment he was employ*
in a drug store in this city, and 0:1 taking charge o: the circuit he st:'

continued in the store. About the middle of the year he wrote n

indicating a desire to be relieved from all pastoral work and respond
bility on the circuit, but wishing still to continue in charge and to f]

the regular Sunday appointments. He also stated that in case 1

should have to give up the work he would leave the church entirel

My answer was a refusal to consent to his proposition with regard
\

the care of the circuit, together with a request that in pursuance'
his purpose to withdraw from the church he send me his letter

withdrawal and his parchments. He gave up the work, and his letti

of withdrawal is now in my possession. The circuir thus thrown <

my hands was supplied by the appointment of Rev. W. G. Sliger,
local preacher, as pastor; and- he has served with very good satisfal

tion through the remaining half of the year. All the other pastol
began with the beginning of the year and have continued to the en
and have done good, effective service.

The Holston Seminary at New Market, an institution under I
auspices of the conference, had the misfortune to lose its buildings 1

fire in December, 1901, as stated in my report last year. The truste
are now rebuilding, and the conference would do well to °-ive sot



tention to the interests we have iti the school. A report from the

:retary of the Board of Trustees will be placed in the hands of our
mimittee on Education.

Murphy College at Sevierville, Tenn., is one of our most flourish

-

y conference schools. It is more prosperous now than at any time

its history. The enrollment last year numbered 371, and the pres-

t session has opened with a larger attendance than that of last year:

lprovements have been made on the buildings and grounds to the

lount of $350, adding very much to the comfort and good appear-

ce of the property. The Rev. J. S. Jones, the pastor of the Sevier-

le circuit, is also the president of the college, and fills both positions

th great satisfaction, both to the church and to the trustees and
trons of the school.

In not a few places in the district the need and the value of money
• the service of God and for the support and extension of His
igdom are not well understood. Nor is the blessedness appreciated

lich, through the fayor of God, comes upon His people who honor
im with their substance. Some, in fact, appear to regard the ques-

>n of any financial support of the pastor and of the benevolences, as

natter to be determined by their own cenvenience or pleasure rather

an one of clearly defined religious obligation. This operates very
"iously against the collection of the benevolences as well as against

2 adequate support of the ministry. Nevertheless, by the liberality

d earnest efforts of our many other better informed and better dis-

sed members and friends every pastor in the district, except three,

s received his salary. Toward the attainment of this result some
couraging aid has been extended in a few cases through the wisely

"ected generosity of a few noble laymen. J. O. Lotspeich J. A.
iwler, C. L. Parham and W. C. Bradley, of this city; W. B. Town-
id, of Townsend, and J. A. Patten, of Chattanooga.
The pastors have also done well with the collections. Some of

s weaker and more backward charges were offered slight financial

couragement on condition that with it they should pay their appor-

mments in full. This proposed aid came from the same generous
ntlemen mentioned above, and had a very stimulating effect, as in

e case of the salaries. The entire sum thus used to help on the

.aries and on the benevolences was about $180. Of the twenty-one
stors in the district twenty report the collection of the amounts
portioned to their charges for all the benevolences. The names of

ese pastors are entitled to mention in the Roll of Honor. They are

B. McKenzie, J. A. Baker, W. T. Senter, J. M. Emert, W. F.

tts, C. M. Hall, J. M. Melear, W. G. Sliger, J. L. Cardwell, J. W.
eGee, R. L. Stapleton, J. M. Durham, J. D. Robertson, T. W.
own, M. A. Rule, R. C. Robertson, J. S. "Jones, G. W. McMahan,
S. Strange and E R. Branam. The one pastor who failed to reach
the collections the full amounts apportioned to his charge is never-
eless entitled to great credit for the faithful efforts put forth, although
ling short of the full amounts. Notwithstanding this one charge
Is a little below its full apportionment, the district as a whole pays
ery apportionment in full for all the several benevolences, including



the episcopal fund, the fund for the conference claimants, and 1

amount apportioned for general conference expenses.

The total salary account for the district, paid this year, stam|

$10,456, as against $10,066 last year, a gain of $391.
And the total for all benevolences including the episcopal fur

the fund for the conference claimants, and the sum for general c<<

ference expenses, and the W. F. and the W. H. M. Societies, a)

other collections, is $2,966, as against $2,559 for the same purpo:;

last year, a gain of $478. To these figures must be added the, sul

paid on indebtedness, and for building and improvements, $9,9;
Total for salaries, benevolences, and building and improvements, aj

debts is $23,298, $7,517 over last year.

Brief mention ought to be made of the joint Bicentennial Celeb

tion of the birth of John Wesley, participated in by the ministers -

a

members of both Methodisms, in the city of Knoxville. We gave 1

invitation, and it was most cordially accepted by the Presiding Eli

and city pastors of the Methodist Episcopal Church, So'jth.

All these services were attended by large congregations,

addresses were of a very high order. The Song Service and the Lc

Feast were exceedingly interesting and profitable. The closing

vice at the University Auditorium on Sunday night drew an immei
audience, and the two Bishops—Bishop Goodsell, of the Methoc
Episcopal Church, and Bishop Hoss, of the Methodist Episco
Church, South, fully sustained their well known reputation as gr

platform orators. The services throughout the week were in evi;

way most delightful, and worthy of the two great churches urn

whose auspices they were held, and made a profound and n

favorable impression.

Of my own work only a very brief statement is necessary. '

time and strength and service have been devoted to the work of

district throughout the year, and it has been my great pleasure to:

present in person at all the Quarterly Conferences on every charge
the district.

For the pastors as a body it ought to be said, and it is a pleas

and a joy to say it, that they are a noble set of men. self-denyj:!

hard-working, faithful, Godly men. To be with them in the strug
and toil has been a delight. To them and their families and to

good people of the district everywhere my gratitude is due, and
heart is knit in brotherly love, and upon them all it is my prayer t

the Divine blessing may forever abide.

J. J. MANKER.
Presiding Elder.
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